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The one great rule 
of composition is to 
speak the truth. 


—THOREAU 
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Tax Program 
To Be Grafted 
On ‘Vehicle’ 


AUSTIN 
In a frantic three-minute 
meeting that _ alternately 


evoked knowing smiles and 
pained embarassment from 
the participants, the House 
revenue and tax committee 
approved its tax-writing sub- 
committee report and 30 sec- 
onds later voice voted the 
general tax bill to the floor 
with the recommendation “it 
do pass and be printed.” 

The hefty document, levying a 
sweeping array of selective sales 
taxes, a token natural gas tax, 


_and a special reduction in the tax 


on sulphur, chain stores, and cer- 
tain utilities, received no dis- 
cussion in the full committee. 
H. J. (Doc) Blanchard, who heads 
up the tax-writing panel, told 
newsmen the bill was not finished 
until five minutes before the 
committee met. He said only two 
copies were in existence and 
passed out press releases contain- 
ing a brief resume of the taxes 
levied and the revenues they 
would produce. Asked if the bill 
taxed on the basis of ability to 
pay, Blanchard said, “Definitely 
on the basis of ability to pay. 
Especially the luxury items. A 
man can live his whole life and 
not be touched by this tax bill 
unless he buys luxuries.” 


The bill taxes all building 
materials used in construction “on 
all real estate,” including homes. 
The bill levies a commerical 
rental property tax to be paid 
by the tenant and a five per cent 
tax on hotels and motels to be 
paid by the guest, Taxed at vary- 


(Continued on Page 2) 








COMMITTEE OKAYS 
END TO EXECUTION 


AUSTIN 
The House criminal jurispru- 
dence committee, one of the 
toughest panels in the 
House, unanimously reported 
favorably to the House floor 
this week Rep. Ronald 
Bridges’s bill to abolish capi- 
tal punishment in Texas. 


Although a minority of the 
committee members were op- 
posed to abolition, the concen- 
sus was that the state’s taking 
the lives of criminals raised 
moral questions on which the 
entire legislature should have 
a chance to vote. 

As re-drafted, the bill abol- 
ishes capital punishment, com- 
muting all pending sentences 
of death to life imprisonment. 
It gives juries the right, in all 
cases for which the present 
penalty may be death, to spec- 
ify the number of years, not 
less than 15, which a life 
termer must serve without 
chance of parole. 

Bridges says the bill lets a 
jury put a man away for his 
natural life if they wish but 
also leaves open the possibil- 
ity of rehabilitation if the jury 
does not assess a prison term 
longer than the prisoner’s life 











span. 





EXPLOITING TEXAS 
Aa Cohitanied 


/ 
AUSTIN 

Now that Speaker Carr and his team have 
indicated their preferences for tax targets— 
lipstick, baseballs, hamburger steaks, alarm 
clocks, dance halls, cigarettes, wallets, hand- 
bags, toothpaste, and the like—the Observer 
believes it is time the people of this state 
realize the extent of the sales taxers’ sellout 
of their fellow citizens to Eastern business 
octopi. 

Sixteen oil companies produce half the 
oil in Texas. They are headquartered in 
New Jersey, New York, Delaware, Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and Maine—none 
of them in Texas. One of them, Standard 
Oil of New Jersey, only last year completed 
its digestion of a company which had 
played a historic role in Texas economic 
history, Humble Oil & Refining Co. Jersey 
Standard is one of the three most massive 
corporations on the round, round world. 

Every one of these 16 non-Texas com- 
panies can be taxed by the Texas legisla- 
ture without one of the other 6,600 Texas 
oil producers paying another penny. In- 
stead, Carr, the Texas Manufacturers’ 
Assn., the oil lobby, the Dallas News, the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram, et al., are try- 
ing to induce, intimidate, or entice the leg- 
islators of Texas to tax their own people 
with a general sales tax or a dishonestly 
packaged array of selective sales taxes. 

Gov. Price Daniel, defending his small 
franchise tax increase, said on March 22, 
“The 40,000 corporations operating in 
Texas made over $2.5 billion in net profits 

in 1957. They can afford to pay this 
tax.” The very same point applies, and 
much better, to Rep. Dean Johnston's cor- 
porate protits tax. 

But witnesses for the oil and gas com- 
panies have repeatedly refused to tell legis- 


lators their companies’ annu 
much less the profits of their paré 
panies. Apparently the House 
tax committees are not intereste 
questions, because they are readil 
able by reference to Moody’s f 
ures on American industrial 
most recently for 1957. 
The Observer tracked 
net income, dividends paid, anc 
plus totals for each of the 16 n 
panies extracting oil from Tes 
them through wholly-owned 
and reached these conclusions of 
The sixteen out-of-state oil companies 
which produce half the Texas oil had total 
net incomes in 1957 of $2,729,522,268—al- 
most three billion dollars. 
They paid dividends of $1,543,347,243 
more than one and a half billion dollar 
At the end of 1957 they had a total earned 


Mood 


1 ¢ 


surplus of $11,739,333,413—nearly twelve 
billion dollars. 

We repeat: not one of these companies is 
headquartered in Texas. Yet they take half 
our oil. 


This is only one example o 
legislators could find out, for t 
their Texas constituents, if t! 
up a bipartisan system of r 
ants for their committees. 


2 


The legislators, if true to the 
the people who elected them a: 
elect their successors, should 
30b Eckhardt’s graduated oil 
major oil companies—a tax 
yield, at the moderate rates 
gested, $17 million. Would thi 
collapse ? 

(Continued on Page 


Profits of the Sixteen Oil Majors in Texas 


NET INCOME, DIVIDENDS, AND EARNED SURPLUS, THE SIXTEEN MAJO 


OIL PRODUCERS IN TEXAS, 1957 (1) 


The Major Texas Producers 
By 1958 production (2) 


Standard Oil Co., New Jersey 


(Operating Co., Humble Oil & Refining, Tex.) (3) 


Gulf Oil Corp., Pennsylvania 
Standard Oil Co., Indiana 


(Operating Co., Pan American Petroleum, Del.) 


Texas Company, Delaware 


Socony-Mobil Oil Co., Inc., N.Y. 
(Operating Co., Magnolia Petroleum Co., Tex.) 


Shell Oil Co., Delaware 


Atlantic Refining Co., Pennsylvania 


Sun Oil Co., New Jersey 


Phillips Petroleum Co., Delaware 
Sacroc Unit (Not a company) (4) 


Sinclair Oil Corp., Maine 
(Operating Co., Sinclair Oil & Gas Co., Me.) 


Continental Oil Co., Delaware 
Skelly Oil Co., Delaware 


Tidewater Oil Co., Delaware 


Amerada Petroleum Corp., Delaware 


Standard Oil Co., California 
(Operating Co., Standard Oil Co. of Texas, Del.) 
Cities Service Co., Delaware 
(Operating Co., Cities Service Oil Co., Pa.) 


TOTALS 


(1) Source: Moody’s Industrial Manual, 1958 
(2) Source: State Comptroller's Office, Austin 


(3) Humble became a nearly totally-owned subsidiary of Standard of New Jersey in 1958 At tl 
of Moody’s reports for 1957 Humble was only 87.95 percent owned by Jersey Standard 
(4) “Sacroc unit” is not a company but a tax reporting unit used by the comptroller. 


)R 
Net Income Dividends Earned plus 
Paid in 1957 End 57 
$805,178,000 $442,080,000 $4 

354,284,440 260,607 ,77 )4 4,262 
151,509,025 56,302,364 :; 66,621 
332,303,644 195,207,525 5 

220,433,000 118,387,000 
135,084,781 60,572,768 15,289 
35,670,000 19,285,000 887,000 

47,492,384 52,686,063 g 

96,209,353 58,392,153 684 

79,308,239 45,094,719 
46,723,749 31,369,522 47 
36,785,340 10,342,998 181,492,561 

34,937 328 24,815,070 
29,948,979 12,622,160 47,321 
288,230,391 120,121,947 1,062,078,998 
35,423,615 34,650,175 212,613,954 
$2,729,522,268 $1,543,347,243 $11,739,333,413 
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A LANDSLIDE 
BY TWO VOTES . 
FOR “BANK BILL’ 


AUSTIN 

“The bank bill” to effect state 
custody over accounts abandoned 
seven years now faces a_ close 
final vote in the House and the 
still more formidable test of Sen- 
ate passage. The question for 
Reps. Marshall Bell and Charles 
| Hughes, who won House passage 
to second reading 71-69 this week, 


was “Where did their ten-vote 
margin go?” Bell's -answer: “I 
don’t know unless the bankers 


called them out—I had the votes 
but they left me.” And Hughes: 
“I don’t know—they just get ’em 
here and there.” 

No more exciting day has yet 
passed this session than Tuesday 
n the House. Conservative Bell 
and liberal Hughes (“How in the 
world did they get together on 

| the same bill?” asked Rep. Sad- 
ler) alternated in beating off crip- 
pling amendments by margins 
which faded from a lusty 42 votes 

n the morning to an anemic six 
by the late afternoon. From a re- 
fusal to kill the bill, 93-48, in the 


| morning, the representatives pro- 


ceeded to a tie vote, a verifica- 
tion that engrossed the bill, re- 
consideration, another tie vote, 
|another verification, and _ the 
| gasping 71-69 victory. Legislators 
dashed back to the House from 
downtown—and away from the 
House to the State Library—in 
the scramble to gain, or to dis- 
credit, the few decisive votes 
Bell was explaining that seven- 
dormant accounts already 
legally belong to the state and 
would merely be collected by the 
bill when Rep. Crosthwait, Dal- 
las, said the plan is “theft,” a “big 
teal,” and “the same thing as 
stealing the people’s money.” “Oh, 
surely you must be jesting, Mr. 
Crosthwait,” Bell parried 


year 


The defeated amendments (and 
their sponsors) would have ex- 
empted oil and pipeline compan- 


ies and public utilities (Atwell, 
Dallas); exempted all existing 
banks, and all existing deposits 


Watson, Mart); invoked the sta- 
tute of limitations, and exempted 
deposits (Sam _ Bass, 
who said, “I'd like to 
give the Governor two pistols t 
go out and rob” the _ banks) 
] the enacting clause 
(Crosthwait); exempted savings 
(Crosthwait, who said, 
“I’m giving Mr. Bell the right to 
steal the demand deposits”); pro- 
vided for a local veto (Roberts, 
Lamesa); limited the bill to ac- 
dormant 20, 15, and 10 
(Jones, Dallas, three 
amendments); set the _ interest 
rate at 3 percent, let the banks 
keep the accumulated interest, 
and let the banks keep 3 percent 
of the accounts (Day, Atlanta); 
and, finally, let local officials 
veto the bill for their areas, by de 
la Garza, Mission, who orated: 


existing 


Freeport, 


accounts 


unts 


years 


“IT have a right to send my 
money to hell if I want to and I 


to say I am going to be custo- 
dian.” 
Closing, Hughes told strength- 
ening opposition, “You're giving 
(Contiued on Page 3) 











LEGISLATORS ON THEIR CHOSEN TAX BILL .. 

















were finished 48 hours before, 











AUSTIN , who are taxed too hard and some Marshall Bell, San Antonio: “I,the speaker and one downstairs 
The members of the House tax | not enough, but we wanted to get| voted for it. Yes, I saw the bill,|to the printer.” but the bill wasn’t finished until 
committee here comment on the!something on the floor I think they all saw it.” (Will it Pete Matthews, Yoakum: . Ij the night before. 
tax bill they reported to the! Frates Seeligson, San Antonio:| pass?) “My friend, there are go- voted for the bill... A majority James Cotten, Weatherford: I 
House this week “I voted for it, to get it out of/ ing to be 200 amendments to the/|of this bill is a recodification ... voted no’. the bill is a tax on the 
H. J. Blanchard, Lubbock, chair- | Committee and on the House floor. | bill, you won't be able to recog-|It actually adds only about six] little man, not on people who 
an’ sORsi > believe > £08 | onto » rareace } " a > xes c ; : , 
man of the sub-committee which|I can’t possibly believe the bill|nize the carcass. But the people|or eight taxes. It looks big to] can a It a raise the tax 
wrote the bill: “I have no pride / will pass in its present form It is| who write these letters for better them, looks like a monster, wut on little merc ants from $5 to 
of authorship, it's just a vehicle,|@ b:!l without principle. Why | hospitals, better schools, are going} much of it is just a redefining. $15 and cut it down on big cor- 
a basis to write a bill.” (Will the | should you exempt hardware and} to have to realize that every tax} John Allen, Longview: “I didn’t} porations, . 
House pass it in substantially its |tax sporting goods or why exempt | ever passed by this legislature is vote either way. They wanted to Joe Burkett, Kerrville: I voted 
present form?) I don't know/ furniture and tax building sup-| paid by John Q. Public. get it out and that’s the way it to move the bill out, yes. I think 
und I don’t care. I've given up) plies? We either ought to tax Ben Atwell, Dallas: Asked how | happened. I don’t think its fair| there will be some revisions on 
thing ¢ sic ings Swe - . _ 4 4a, , ; > le >) sd 
trying to figure out what that| everything with basic things e€x- | he voted Atwell said, “you'll just/to the people of Texas to try | the floor. 
"ied h will do. I wouldn't bet a|empted, or you ought to pass a/| have to check the record.” When’| to pass a bill out of committee George Cook, Odessa: “I voted 
unct lal C wouiad Doel « as lave 
y . r net income tax Yr hoa ror > : > , + , , > rs see , ‘yy ’ av ; , 
nickle they'll meet tomorrow. It, ¢ i net income tax. OF|the reporter said there wasn't any when nobody's seen a copy of] ‘yes’. I have no earthly idea what 
sks like they've got the votes, | both.” Seeligson, the sponsor of a} record, Atwell said, “There isn’t?” | the bill. I didn’t vote, I just|the final bill will look like.” He 
) ice tne > got. tn tes, r ; 
aging 76 vou know and you! general sales tax, made it clear | and offered no further comment. | didn’t raise any cane, it was one] said he saw the bill before voting. 
mus Res : Cu avy ee “ s ‘ a a . . » ~ s e “ov 
can do anything you want. There’s | he is ti 2 corporate profits | Asked if he’d seen a copy of the|of those nanmentous things. Richard Slack, Pecos: “Yes. I 
math d bn th tory, t snq| tax, but he said either a general! pill before voting on it, Atwell Joe Ed Winfree, Houston: “It| yoted for it.” 
otner side to this story, too, ana wate . 1 . 
that’s what they're going to do; * tax ewe profits | said, “No.” ai ne Picssaie lg = BA sor Mauro Rosas, E] Paso: “I voted 
} S tax in ter : Iv ps |“ | VOte, aven't seen e bi et." i ‘ne’.” 
across the hall” (in the Senate). | tax 1s é i ms of prin Jack Richardson, oe < . . . oe “ : a gs a . 
int na ‘OI] } > Fata’ selieve , 2 2) - " . e ville, e , rs ry » ae 
Sam Bass, Freeport: “I voted for, ciple. and “you have to have a| don't merece . voted. a 7 “ 8 y 7 ae ae ry ey : ae z oe I 
] ij and mn t srinciple.”’ »member.” Jill it pass?) “Well,|} committee chairman: “I don't vote} vote 't s 
We worked long and hard and easure ith principle remember p t Pp va poate narmgendl papal oted no idn Pe pr cg 
marillo I think it has too much on e s e is le > saw s fir 
t together with the main sub- J. Baear Wilson, Amari I} I think i ast a lie don a ; er one saw it in its final form, but 
ommittee Sunday night to put was kinda silent during that vote.| top side and not enough on the " ory, Vic ——— voted; the members pretty well knew 
the bill together. We didn’t finish|I didn’t say anything. I don't | bottom side. Jewelry, for instance. | for it, yes. I saw the finished bill] what was in it 
wae wae . AANA & abbsae - . : ; F 
til 7 i Monday morning. know whether they recorded me.|A ten percent tax! I understand|around noon the day we voted. Warren Cowen, Fort Worth: “I 
mils ‘ a m OonGa’ morning C netner tne I 
™ 1 4s not actually e voting ‘no’ or not. I was in favor|the federal government already Bill Jones, Dallas: “I voted! didn’t vote...There are very few 
ine Dill WaS NOt aCluaiis 1€d 4 t : : 
a F nute be e th on the floor | has a ten percent tax. I've already | against it. Yes, I saw a copy of things in the bill I agree with, 
intil ive Inv s 0 or 4 
, ; aad i the f onsider. I didn't | gotten 50 telegrams from jewelers/the bill before voting on it. I’d]| but it does provide a basis for the 
1 S$ nea ana u iu ns C & , . 
++ set Monday ut I went thr math in my district. Twenty per cent is|say it'll pass substantially in its| House to start on if we are to 
committee nev wona . Dut went tn £ & 
t with the uch.” i > see e bill | pr wr 4 2 ride “rvices — 
Wesley Roberts, Lamesa I n with the | too much «D a he ee the * present form Did he are the provide the services the people 
ed yes It's a pretty good sub-committee|in advance?) “No, there were] bill 48 hours in advance?) “No,| are demanding.” 
The mav } some peop we met.” only two copies. They sent one to !nobody did. The bill, parts of it, . @ 
Continued from Page 1) John Allen of Longiew said “I| maining in the session, stated, tives scoffed at the possibility. on second reading by a 71-69 
wae eee as + . . | | 
* rates are automobile lubricat- | don’t think it’s fair to the people his intent not to rush the House. | Rep. Pete Matthews, conservative | margin (see separate story). Also 
? ; com f Texas to vote tax bill be-| and concluded, “No tax _ bill| from Yoakum, said he thought the! on the plus side for the Gover- 
ig ois, radios, TV sets, com-/| of Texas to vote on a tax bill be-/| an C | F 2 : 
ponent parts of radios and TV! fore the members have a chance| ever pleased anyone. Therefore, | bill would pass when House|nor’s forces was the fact some 
. “er sit oy or nantes \biles,| to see it.” The following day,|I am sure you will have amend-| members realized “it was not! sort of natural gas tax seemed 
sets, 1 an usea automood.les, : ) b 
yuto parts, leather goods, phono- another member, Rep. Joe Ed/ ments. If it takes two days and 167 pages of new taxes, but/to have substantial support in 
sh records. scr ap metal, pot- Winfree of Houston said, “I have) two nights, you may take all the | merely a revision.” However, Rep.| the house. 
grapf I ras, tai, Ot 2 - . “ : » Pad See , 
tery, cameras. boats, china, silver, | not seen the bill till yet. Seven time you wish You may com-| Marshall Bell, erapemegene=tyd from{ Liberal leaders also were known 
al items sold in a gto store,| members of the committee told| pletely rewrite the bill and you | San Antonio, said the bill “would|to be optimistic. They felt the 
all sporting goods, wine, beer, and|the Observer they didn’t vote) will hear no criticism from the | get riddled by so many amend-| prospect of a general sales tax 
ne ee “aye” or “no” on the bill; four| chair. However, unless it gets| ments you won't be able to recog-| had been safely embalmed for 
Tot otal n “luxury” items | S2id they voted “no,” and ten|out of this House this week, we|nize the carcass.” Rep. Ben At-|the duration and the steady 45 
otal revenue on xury is | ; “ ‘ell, Dallas en a : b 
said they voted “aye. have very little chance, very little | well, Dallas conservative, had a/“aye” votes they chalked up for 
ld be $54 million in the bien- . : : : :, : <a - Ps 
. ent increase On Thursday. as fast as chair- | Chance, to get it done this session.” | complete substitute ready 24 hours| the Governor’s deficit - retiring 
nium f forty er cen in 2ase nu©rs yy, as as I : ' 
*) eee ; a sttes cigars.|man V.L. Ramsey could run| He suggested the House take the | after the bill was repotred to/| program would, they intimated, 
o> sigan yas —agecttcos age ot me : } measure up Thursday or Friday|the House. The Governor also; do them no harm in the days of 
tobacco, and snuff would raise| through the formal motions the —— . perren ORR 
; om . ,.|and work Saturday if necessary | criticised the measure, focusing! in-fighting immediately ahead. 
$56 million in the bienrium. The! revenue and tax committee re- ’ . g J 
, cigarette tax f ported to the - the Blanchard | t° finish the bill and send it to|on the reduction in natural gas| In the field of natural resources 
bousis the cigarette tax from! ported to the f th I I ; 
: . eono | the Senate. | revenues compared to his recom-|taxation, liberals sensed their 
fix ¢ seven cents per pack gross receipts tax to raise $200 lesetaiaiiaien i aia i thee ' : ; o 
. : , , atio e se ree per| best opportunity in years. Rep. 
Two taxes raise $6 m illion each million a year. This is the tax) As soon as Carr finished his| = a oe ; y P 
: : bp cent natural gas tax instead of| Bob Eckhardt’s graduated tax on 
annually: a one per cent boost in iel has called a “gross address, Rep. Burgess moved that | = 4 
} : ,| One per cent, would make many | natural gas, aimed at corportions 
vy on natural gas producers tax and a general sales! the House consider the bill at : 
a - ’ ae ..| Other taxes in the bill unnecess-| having vertical monopolies on 
inG a sales tax on all meais over another name. Six!|10 a. m. Monday, April 20. This | : ; Saisie it® 
51 ‘ : _..| ary. Rep. Charles Hughes, liberal | production and distribution, has 
$1.00 in cafes and restaurants the committee asked | failed *o get the necessary two- } 
baad ; , , ‘ leader from Sherman, said he|attracted support from conserva- 
everages to be included in the m voting no against the! thirds, receiving 74 ayes and 68 
j . % = had “quit studying the bill, be-|tive as well as liberal circles, he 
, f , + a > 
rice of the meal. Also taxed are jing its author. Blanch-/ noes. Efforts of conservatives to niin “Wik Tes nameoed | a he ay Precinct 
é ling its author, Blanch , +i] " ely sec lenid ‘tte asl is aa i 
jancing studios, reducing saion rd have the House consider the bill nates mp 3 | Sal Tig: on Bs A 
ac ; argest oil importing com- 
business machines, equipment Thursday or Friday were deci- Send politions wecitiies con on t e g  b — ne 
apiee te : - ; : 0 F Ss are the Ss wou e submitted as 
renta aircraft parts, and club Reception Frosty sively beaten, in one instance by ; - panies 
7 * ; cause of legislative skittishness;|an amendment to the general tax 
aues The main bill got a frosty recep-;a vote of 102 to 33. A _ special ; 
‘ penny likely the bill was scarcely on the floor | bill. L. G. 
The bill was written t five | tion on the House floor from the| session seemed most likely. before members, more in alarm 
man subcommittee th help} members. (“It stinks,” sai ep. fte 1 s iv ; y ert 
nan ubcommitt ee with € : € a I nk aid Rep After House members received than in humor, dubbed it the 
f three other committee mem-/| Bob Johnson of Dallas; “a vicious! copies of > finis i Ss =| . : . 
_— whncan~e erga mall be doe ae ee — ‘Me finished bill, senti-| «Jegislative retirement act of LIBERALS 
bers who worked on recodifying/ piece of legislation,” said Rep.| ment against the measure hard- 1959.” 
the old tax rates. The Observer,| Bob Wheeler of Tilden) and the| ened further: at week’s end, both AUSTIN 
*,* 
nterviewing each of the 21 mem-| efforts of Speaker Carr to bring| moderate and liberal leaders The Rewriting Liberal leaders in the House 
bers of the committee, learned|it up for debate last week were | were talking in terms of com- Everyone will try to take aj were involved in a one-two play 
that many had not seen the tax/|rejected. In a speech to the | pletely rewriting the bill. Some|hand in the rewriting—the right| this week. First Speaker Wag- 
bill before it was reported by| House “stating some principles | members of the tax-writing com- wing, the Speaker’s harried con-| goner Carr called in a group of 
Blanchard, given his two-minute; to you so you will know the/ mittee still held hope the bill} servatives, the oft-defeated but| them (Reps. Winfree, Eckhardt, 
explanation, and voice voted to attitude of the chair,” Carr) would pass substantially as it| hopeful liberals, and the Gover-| Clements, Kennard, Korioth, and 
the floor. Committee member) pointed out the short time re-!was written, but other conserva- nor’s accordion-like band of fol-| Chas. Hughes) in what is repre- 





After Forty Hours, Three Minutes 


AUSTIN 


In reporting to the floor 
after three minutes’ consid- 
eration the selective sales tax 
bill drafted by a subcommit- 
tee in secret sessions, the 
House revenue and tax com-| 
mittee, although technically advo- 
cating a substitute, really reported | 
a new measure on which no hear- 
ings had been held. 

At its organizational meeting 
Feb. 2, 1959, the minute book rec- 
ords, the committee adopted the 
following rules: 

1. The author of “any bill” to be 
“heard or considered” shall be 
“required” to ask the chairman 
in writing in advance that his biil 





“heard or 


| desk 





“be set for a hearing.” 


2. Before can be 


“any bill” 





the| desks 48 hours before. Public 
hearing was not posted in ad- 
vance as the committee voted to 
require. 


considered” by 
the author shall “be| 
required” to place a copy of the | 
bill on each committee members’ | 
“48 hours prior to the time | 
set for the hearing.” 


committee, 


The Observer, in checking the 
| minute book, also ascertained 

3. “Mr. Boysen mover,” the min-| that before the three - minute 
utes say, “that the chairman of! hearing this week, the tax com- 
this committee shall post every | mittee of the House met 20 times 
bill at least forty-eight (48) hours| for a total of about 40 hours and 
in advance for a public hearing| 30 minutes, held pre-announced 
for said bill. The motion carried.”| public hearings on 28 tax bills, 
and heard a grand total of 140 
Rep Blanchard, witnesses. 
bill, 


hed” until five minutes before- | 


said it had not been “fin-| 


The only person who spoke for 
| or against the tax bill presented 
; this week was the chairman of 


| 
presenting id 
| 
| 


hand. Since other representatives | 
said that only two copies were | | the subcommittee which wrote it, 
then in existence, copies could | Rep Blanchard 

hardly have been placed on each 

of the 21 committee members’ | 
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lowers, who expanded and con- 
tracted with almost disrespectful 
rapidity during last week’s 
battles. 

On the eve of the tax debate, 
all groups could claim important 
victories in the photo-finish votes 
and back-stage pressures of last 
week’s jockeying. Speaker Carr’s 
tax committee, successfully tied 
up the Governor’s franchise tax 
bill, won a_ concession from 
Daniel's troops, who agreed to 
delete the sections of the bill in- 
creasing levies on _ out-of-state 
corporations. The committee, 
which previously had failed in 
its attempt to keep the Governor’s 
abandoned bank accounts bill 
from reaching the floor, then re- 
ported the watered-down fran- 
chise tax measure to the House. 

Daniel could take solace in the 
fact that once on the floor, the 
abandoned accounts bill weath- 
ered a full day of conservative 





sharp-shooting to achieve passage 


sented as a somewhat argumenta- 
tive meeting. They refused to go 
along with Carr’s tax ideas but 
were convinced by his statements 
he will not object to extensive 
amendments to the tax commit- 
tee’s draft bill. Carr appoints the 
House conferees who write the 
final tax bill with the Senate con- 
ferees. 

An entente between the forces 
of Carr and Rep. Joe Burkett, his 
opponent for Speaker this session, 
was taking form. 

On Thursday, another group of 
liberals (Reps. Chas. Hughes, 
Eckhardt, Kennard, Korioth, and 
Jamison) had lunch with Gov. 
Daniel. Hughes allowed that 
taxes “came up,” Eckhardt said 
that a tax package was discussed, 
and Jamison said the results were 
inconclusive. Gov. Daniel also 
conferred with moderate-con- 
servative members on the tax is- 
cue. (See bulletin, next page). 
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AUSTIN 


The Senate casually de- 
bated its version of the gen- 
eral appropriations bill with- 
out discussing major items 
of expenditure and voted ap- 
proval of the measure sub- 
stantially as it came out of 
the Senate Finance Commit- 
tee. 

Longest debate centered on the 
salary to be paid Insurance Com- 
missioner William Harrison. Sen. 
William Fly said, “I’m proud of 
the Texas Senate, and I don’t like 
to see the Texas Senate run over, 
and I say the integrity of the 
Senate is at stake here...We 
need to make some changes in 
the administration of this depart- 
ment,” 

Fly was joined by Hardeman, 
who criticised Will Wilson for 
ruling the Governor could appoint 
Harrison in the first place with- 
out Senate consent. “The Attorney 
General ought to keep his night- 
stick and raid Galveston rather 
than try to run this government 
by opinions of law.” 

Sen. Parkhouse countered, “I 
don’t think the Senate should have 
the power to confirm every state 
administrative officer. Eleven 
members of this Senate should 
not have so much power. This 
is not such a great House of 
Lords that everybody in the 
state government must do what 
they want or get their salary cut.” 

Hademan moved to table the 
motion “and table the Senator 
from Dallas, too.” They did, 19 to 
5, with Parkhouse, Gonzalez, Se- 
crest, Willis, and Ratliff dis- 
senting. The Senate version of 
the appropriations bill calls for 
$302 million in general revenue, 
some $30 milion below the House 
figure. 

In the same day, the Senate 
batted down a labor-endorsed 
measure protecting bus unions 








The Week in Texas 


* Alice voters rejected 200 

federal urban renewal hous- 
ing units, 571-156. In Houston, a 
consultant to the mayor said 
Houston is the only major US. 
city without an urban renewal 
program. 











The president of the Hockley 

County Farm Bureau 
warned against “unionized agri- 
culture because we can’t raise 
our prices to meet the rising cost 
of labor.” 


e An electrical contractor said 

in Houston he was offered a 
$4,000 bribe by another electrical 
contractor to lay off bidding on a 
school district job in Brazosport 
but rejected the offer .... Atty. 
Gen. Will Wilson brought suits 
accusing four more Houston loan 
firms of usury. 


a The State Board of Health 

announced it is asking re- 
signed State Health Cmsr. Henry 
Holle to return $468 in “state 
money” raised from. entertain- 
ment and service functions. Holle 
said it was “non-state funds.” 
The board wants back, among 
other amounts, $222.50 for cater- 
ing service for a cocktail buffet 


_ at Holle’s home for 100 guests. 


@ Houston Post estimated Har- 
ris County unemployment at 
about 29,000, almost six percent 
of the total labor force .... Hous- 
ton Teachers’ Assn. reported that 
among 25 districts with over half 
a million people. Houston ranks 
23rd in starting salaries for teach- 
ers 
@ Dallas County grand jurors 
re-indicted an alleged Negro 
rapist because the _ preceding 
grand jury did not have a Negro 
raember. 





by Sen. Gonzalez and a union- 
restricting bill on political spend- 
ing by Sen. Parkhouse. 

The Senate approved a cut in 
bus license fees which will cost 
the state highway fund $350,000 
the next two years. The vote 
was 24 to 3. Since the House also 
passed the bill, all it needs is the 
Governor's signature. 

By votes of 25 to 6 and 26 to 5, 
the Senate okeyed and sent to the 
House Sen. Hazlewood’s bill to 
reduce policemen’s and firemen’s 
hours. 


Year of Texas History 

Sen. Dorsey Hardeman’s bill 
to require a full year of Texas 
history in high school and another 
full year in college was passed by 
the Senate, with the effective 
date July 1, 1961. “We are neg- 
lecting the most colorful history 
of*any state, including Alaska 
and Hawaii,’ Hardeman said. A 
fight shaped up immediately in 
the House; students at the Uni- 
versity of Texas began organizing 
opposition. 

The Senate approved an inquiry 
(House concurrence needed) into 
the suitability of public school 
curricula, Sen. Fly saying he 
wants to know about charges that 


some schools offer courses in 
baton twirling, ceramics, and 
dancing. 


The Senete approved a bill to 
make Midwestern University at 
Wichita Falls a state supported 
college, 17 to 13, 

Also advanced to final reading 
in the Senate: Sen. Krueger’s 
bill regulating gasoline stations’ 
advertising of bargains to figures 
eight by ten inches in size on 
gasoline pumps. 

The legislators permitted late 
introduction of bills to prohibit 
nudist camps, but not without 
somewhat wistful jokes. In the 
House, for example, Rep. James 
Turman, Gober, said a reported 
nudist camp in his district is 
thought to be “a black eye to 
Fannin County...spelled F-a-n- 
n-i-n.” “This is a pretty broad- 
based deal, isn’t it?” asked Rep. 
Fenoglio, Nacona. Turman also 
said, “The fences are high and 
guarded well. And that’s our 
problem,” and the House buckled 
in laughter. The bills may not 
have much chance of passage be- 
cause of delays caused by double 
entendres. 


REA Bill Dead 


The conservative House state 
affairs committee, in a mood of 
high hilarity, killed a series of 
bills by packing them off to the 
Attorney General for decisions as 
to their constitutionality. In- 
cluded were the REA bill, and a 
bill to give the State Parks 
Board the right of eminent do- 
main to build roads to state owned 
lakes. 

The REA measure, authorizing 
electric co-ops to continue to 
serve rural areas annexed by 
cities, was brought back from a 
hostile sub-committee by Chair- 
man Car] Conley, Raymondville, 
with a request it be sent to the 
Attorney General. “If you don’t 
want to send it to the Attorney 
General, I'll take it back into 
sub-committee,” he smiled. 

Rep. Alonzo Jamison, Denton, 
said “This bill has gotten the 
runaround all session, so that 
nobody has to vote on it.” Jamison 
then called for a record vote on 
the motion to send the bill to 
the Attorney General. The motion 


carried, 12-6. Voting “no’’ were 
Reps. Jamison, Daily, Hollowell, 
Frank McGregor, Cannon, and 


Turman. Voting “aye” were Cory, 
Blanchard, Oliver, James, Strick- 
land, Max Smith, Ramsey, Wat- 
son, Roberts, Slack, Thurman, 
and Lary. Menton Murray voted 
present. 

The State Parks Board measure 
was sponsored by Reps, Har- 
rington and Oliver. Oliver said 





A RUSH OF LEGISLATION 


that on the new lakes being 
created by dams, “private parties 
are buying up all the land. This 
bill just allows the working man 
who can’t afford to buy land 
and a cottage to have access to 
public lakes on Sunday.” 

The House committee on consti- 
tutional amendments reported 
favorably, 6-5, a bill by Rep. 
Jimmy Day permitting the gar- 
nishing of 20 percent of a per- 
son’s wages. Rep. Eckhardt, dis- 
senting, told the committee it 
was “far better to restore im- 
prisonment for debt than pass 
this bill. At least they feed you 
in jail.” 

Important bills were passed 
during the week by the House: 

The motor truck industry’s bill 
to raise truck highway load limits 
from 58,000 to 72,000 pounds passed 
over Rep. Dewey’s objections 
that it was special interest legis- 
lation the people woxwjd oppose 
three-to-one. The final vote was 
82-53. The day before, the truck 
lobby gave a big feed for House 
members. 


Party Bill Advances 

The party registration bill, 
limited to conventions, was sent 
to the Senate by a vote of 106 
to 39. By a vote of 118-18 the 
House approved Rep. Coley’s bill 
to curtail absentee voting and 
prevent others from influencing 
absentee voters. 

The House gave Rep. Malcolm 
McGregor (115-27) approval of 
pre-school courses for non-Eng- 
lish speaking students. He said 
it might cost $1 million but could 
save much more than that. Final 
vote was delayed till April 20. 

The House and Senate both 
approved the measure to authorize 
state-paid advertising of Texas. 
(On the Senate side, advertising 
man George Parkhouse, senator 
from Dallas, led the opposition, 
condemning his industry for what 
he called a waste of tax money.) 
The cost is expected to be some 
$100,000 a year. 

A constitutional amendment to 
authorize complete retrials on the 
evidence of all administrative de- 
cisions of state government was 
approved by the House, 122-17. A 
constitutional amendment to ex- 
empt vehicles from property taxes 
failed to get enough votes to 
pass; advancing the age for legis- 
lative service was rejected, too, 
after Rep. Zeke Zbranek, 29, said, 
“We youngsters are accused of 
being wet behind the ears, but 
I tell you it is better to be wet 
behind the ears than dehydrated 
behind the ears.” 

Efforts of Rep. Sam Parsons, 
Henderson, to carry the ball on 
the Senate-passed bill banning 
Sunday sale of automobiles ran 
into stout roadblocks erected by 
Reps. Zbranek, Seeligson, Daily, 
and Allen, and was postponed a 
week. 

Small loan legislation has been 
reported out by a House com- 
mittee which includes regulation: 
a limit of 36 percent on loans of 
$100-$300, 24 percent on $300-$600, 


12 percent on $600-$1,000, and 
10 percent on $1,000-$3,000; and 
about 90 percent for loans less 


than $100 proposed by Rep. Huff- 
man. 

The flexible rate bill on casualty 
insurance is now dead for the 
session. A Senate sub-committee 
has made no move to report on 
it. 

The explosive Bell bill making 
various controversial election 
changes suffered a slow-down 
Thursday. Sponsoring Rep. Har- 
old Parish, Taft, laid on the 
Speaker’s desk a _ resolution to 
suspend the rules to permit the 
bill to be taken up at any time. 
Rep. Dean Johnston, Houston, be- 
gan working the floor against 
such a step, and in short time the 
House was a-buzz with aware- 
ness the matter was pending. An 
adjournment motion prevailed, 





Educational Courses 
Limit Bill Heard 


AUSTIN 
Rep. Maud Isaacks’s bill putting 
a lid on the number of 
courses required for teacher cert- 


ification went to House State Af- 
fairs sub-committee _ thi week 
following lengthy hearings which 


showed a majority of the commit- 
tee members generally 
thy with its provisions. With 
three weeks of the session 
maining, however 

that the bill can pass 


sympa- 
only 
re- 


The measure as 1 
specifies that the th« tate Edu- 
cation Agency car 1 
more than 12 hours in educati 
courses” as a 
teacher certificatior 
agency now genera requires 
24 hours. 


requirement for 


Miss Isaacks, a ret 
said she introduced the bill be- 
cause “It is 
graduates of  teache lleges 
rank lower than graduates of 
other colleges. Som« 
students are being denied a bas- 
ically challenging educational 
program.” Referring 1 hat she 
called the “tremendo er-em- 
phasis” of education irses to 
the exclusion of subject matter 
courses, the El Pa representa- 
tive read to the cor tee a list 


well K vn that 


of education courses currently be- | 


ing offered in a n r Texas 
college. They includ Practi- 
cum in Elementary hool ad- 
ministration;” “Intr 
Educational Tests, 
and Evaluation in the 
School;” and “Introd n to the 
Curriculum in 
Schools.” 


“Imagine, a wholk nester’s | 


course in how to giv 
a test to children M 
said. She added sh« 


the word “practicun 1 Web- 
ster’s Dictionary s Idn’t ad- 
vise the committee the 
course was. 

She cited anot jucation 
course entitied “< Man 
agement in th 


School” that was de 1 in the pag ; 
| certification practices 


catalogue as “the 
and group techniqu iprove 


BULLETIN 

(Friday Night 
Tax excitement 
tin. This morning 


includin tives 
Johnson r f 


tives, 
Hughes, 


Dallas and such libs Hughes 


of Sherman, Hinsor Eck- 
hardt, met at Gor 

tation for 
and hammered tax 
package, to be substitut for the 
selective sales t 

vides for Daniel 

location franchiss raise 
to 2.3 percent t 
gross receipts; ar 
tax penr 
20 percent on 
raise on liquor, 2 } 
Sales, and a penn) 
$173 million a yea hi 
from business, half sales 
Speaker Carr was reported upset 
by this startling fro! 
the Mansion; his mer 

substitute of their 

said. The 31 in 

meeting are free f nend- 
ments to their 
day amendments 


a pi akfast 


side, a 


al 


pa kag 


idied 


included a chemical pany tax, 
Eckhardt’s tax on the majors, 
the Jamison-McGregor income! 
tax limited to cor} t s, the 


Johnston net profits 
loan company tax 


The fight is sure t t Mon- 


day. 


~ | cluded J. Warren Hitt, 
, | state commissioner of education, 


education | 


fone relations in the class- 
room.” 
Walter Brown, University 


Dr. 
* Texas professor, appeared in 
behalf of the Isaacks bill and 
quoted from an analysis of educa- 
tion courses by the late Dr. Ed- 
gar W. Knight, professor of Edu- 
cational History at the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina: ‘“Prolif- 
eration has been encouraged by 
the managers and staffs of the 
teacher - education institutions, 
presumably in cahoots with the 
certifying bureaus of the state de- 
partments of education. In this 
fact, friendly critics see tenden- 
cies toward what would promptly 
be stamped as crass and vulgar 
racketeering in less humane ac- 
tivities. It is this condition that 
causes students to say, generally 
after they have (earned education 
degrees) that the courses they 
were forced to take were so over- 
lapping and repetitious as to be 
almost immoral:’ 


Dr. Brown said an examina- 
tion of 18 colleges showed educa- 
tion students averaged 31 semes- 
ter hours of education courses, 
which “does not leave enough for 
subject matter courses.” 


Most out-spoken attack on the 
| bill was delivered by L. P. Stur- 
geon, public relations director of 
the Texas State Teachers Assn. 
| He said the present laws have 
| brought order out of chaos. “In 





aes 1955, you had 63 types of certifi- 
shi | cates. When the legislature con- 
’ | trolled the issuance of 


teacher 


_, | certificates, they did it about like 


} you pass local fish and game 


| laws.” 
|} Other opponents of the bill in- 


deputy 


| L. P. Sturgeon, director of public 
relations for the Texas State 
| Teachers Assn., Herbert LaGrone, 
| TCU education professor, and 
| Frank Hubert of the teacher edu- 
| cation and professional standards 


| committee of the T.S.T.A. 


Committee members criticized 
that give 
teachers with education courses 
priority over college graduates 


~| without them. Rep. Tom James 


said a “Nobel Prize winner who 
retired and decided to do a little 
teaching in a high school could 
be bumped by a 21-year-old girl 


who had 24 hours in education 
and a regular teaching certifi- 
cate.” L.G. 





BANK BILL 


(Continued from Page 1) 

a $50 million gift to the oil and 
gas companies, insurance com- 
panies, and the banks. I don't 
think Gulf or Tennessee Trans- 
mission are going broke. We're 
giving away $50 million of the 
taxpayers’ money, and you're go- 
ing to have to replace it with tax 
money.” 


Gov. Daniel hailed the 71-69 
victory. (See editorial). 

After the battle: 

Rep. Seeligson, a co-sponsor 


with Bell: “Great rally, Mr. Bell.” 
Rep. Bell: “Well, when you beat 


., the bankers by two votes, it’s a 
i landslide. Did you ever see votes 


evaporate so fast?” 


Rep. Eckhardt: “They were vot- 
ing their convictions on the 


|} amendments and their promises 


on the bill.” R.D. 
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LEGISLATORS ON THEIR CHOSEN TAX BILL . 


AUSTIN , who are taxed too hard and some; 
The members of the House tax | not enough, but we wanted to get 
committee here comment on the | something on the floor.” 


tax bill they reported to the 
House this week: 

H. J. Blanchard, Lubbock, chair- 
man of the sub-committee which 
wrote the bill: “I have no pride 
of authorship, it’s just a vehicle. 
a basis to write a bill." (Will the 
House pass it in substantially its 
present form?) “I don't 
and I don't care. I've given 
trying to figure out what 
bunch will do. I wouldn't 
nickle they'll meet tomorrow 
looks like the 
just takes 76 you know and you 


know 

up 
that 
bet a 
It 
they've got votes, 
can do anything you want. There's 
another side to this story, too, and 
that's they're going to do 
across the hall” ‘in the Senate) 
Sam Bass, Freeport: “I voted for 


ana 


it. We worked long and hard and 


what 








} 


Marshall Bell, San Antonio: “I 
voted for it. Yes, I saw the bill, 
I think they all saw it.” (Will it 
pass?) “My friend, there are go- 
ing to be 200 amendments to the 
bill, you won't be able to recog- 


San 
get 


Frates Seeligson, Antonio 
“I voted for it, to it out of 
committee and on the House f! 


ioor 


I can't possibly believe the bill|nize the carcass. But the people 
will pass in its present form. It is| who write these letters for better 
a bill without principle. Why | hospitals, better schools, are going 


to have to realize that every tax 
|}ever passed by this legislature is 


should you exempt hardware and 


tax sporting goods or why exempt 


furniture and tax building sup-| paid by John Q. Public.” 

plies? We either ought to tax Ben Atwell, Dallas: Asked how 
everything with basic things ex-/ he yoted Atwell said, “you'll just 
empted, or you ought to pass 4/ have to check the record.” When’ 
corporate ne income tax. Or/tke reporter said there wasn’t any 
both.” Seeligson, the sponsor of a | record, Atwell said, “There isn’t?” 
general sales tax, made it clear|and offered no further comment. 
he is not for a corporate profits | Asked if he’d seen a copy of the 
tax, he said either a general/ bill before voting on it, Atwell 
sales tax or a corporate profits} said, “No.” 

tax is defensible in terms of prin- Jack Richardson, Uvalde: “I 
ciple, and “you have to have a/don't believe I voted. I dont 


remember.” (Will it pass?) “Well, 


measure with principle.” 
it has too much on the 





the speaker and one downstairs 
to the printer.” 

Pete Matthews, Yoakum: “I 
voted for the bill...A majority 
of this bill is a recodification... 
It actually adds only about six 
or eight taxes. It looks big to 
them, looks like a monster, but 
much of it is just a redefining.” 

John Allen, Longview: “I didn’t 
vote either way. They wanted to 
get it out and that’s the way it 
happened. I don’t think its fair 
to the people of Texas to try 
to pass a bill out of committee 
when nobody's seen a copy of 
the bill. I didn't vote, I just 
didn’t raise any cane, it was one 
of those harmonious things.” 

Joe Ed Winfree, Houston: “It 
was a voice vote and I didn’t 
vote, I haven't seen the bill yet.” 

V. L. Ramsey, Beckville, the 
committee chairman: “I don't vote 
unless there is a tie.” 





were finished 48 hours before, 
but the bill wasn’t finished until 
the night before.” 

James Cotten, Weatherford: “I 
voted ‘no’. the bill is a tax on the 
little man, not on people who 
can pay. It would raise the tax 
on little merchants from $5 to 
$15 and cut it down on big cor- 
porations,” 

Joe Burkett, Kerrville: “I voted 
to move the bill out, yes. I think 
there will be some revisions on 
the floor.” 

George Cook, Odessa: “I voted 
‘yes’. I have no earthly idea what 
the final bill will look like.” He 
said he saw the bill before voting. 

Richard Slack, Pecos: “Yes. I 
voted for it.” 

Mauro Rosas, El] Paso: “I voted 
‘no’.” 

Stanley Boysen, Yoakum: “I 
voted no. I didn’t see the bill, no 
one saw it in its final form, but 


got together with the main sub- J. Edgar Wilson, Amarillo I|}I think | 
committee Sunday night to put Was kinda silent during that vote. | top side and not enough on the Dick Cory, Victoria: “I voted] the members pretty well knew 
the bill together. We didn't finish | I didn’t say anything. I don’t bottom side. Jewelry, for instance. | for it, yes. I saw the finished bill] what was in it.” 
until 7 a. m. Monday mornin know whether they recorded me.|A ten percent tax! I understand | around noon the day we voted.” Warren Cowen, Fort Worth: “I 
The bill was not actually voting ‘no’ or not. I was in favor|the federal government already Bill Jones, Dallas: “I voted! didn’t vote... There are very few 
until five minutes bef tr of getting something on the floor | has a ten percent tax. I’ve already | against it. Yes, I saw a copy of} things in the bill I agree with, 
House adjourned and the ft for the House to consider. I didn’t | gotten 50 telegrams from jewelers/the bill before voting on it. I’d| but it does provide a basis for the 
committee met Monday,’ see the the bill but I went through | in my district. Twenty per cent is|say it'll pass substantially in its| House to start on if we are to 
Wesley Roberts, Lamesa I} it sec k section with the|too much.” (Did he see the bill| present form.” (Did he see the provide the services the people 
voted yes It's a pretty good|chairman of the sub-committee; in advance?) “No, there were | bill 48 hours in advance?) “No,| are demanding,” 
bill There may be some people the morning we met only two copies. They sent one to !nobody did. The bill, parts of it, LG. 





Various Forces Gird for House Tax Fight 


(Continued from Page 1) 


. . 1 nahil liihriceat 
rates are automoDdlle iuoricat- 
sets, com- 


and TV 


automobiles, 


radios, 
ponent parts of 
new and used 
auto parts, leather goods, phono- 
graph records, scrap 
tery, cameras. boats, china, silver, 


Zz 
ing oils, 
radios 


sets, 
metal note 
metas, POr 


all items sold in a jewelry store, 
all sporting goods, wine, beer, and 
whiskey 

Total revenue on “luxury” items 
would be $54 million in the bien- 


nium. A forty per cent increase 
in the taxes on cigarettes, cigars, 
tobacco, and snuff would raise 
$56 million in the biennium. The 
bill boosts the cigarette tax from 
five seven cents per pack 

Tv taxes raise $6 million each 
annually: a one per cent boost in 
the levy on natural gas producers 
and a sales tax on all meals over 
$1.00 in cafes and_ restaurants, 
beverages to be included in the 
price of the meal. Also taxed are 
jancing studios, reducing salons, 
business machines, equipment 
rentals, aircraft parts, and club 
dues 

The bill was written by a five 
man subcommittee with help 


mem 
sii€ili@ 


bers who worked on recodifying 
the old tax rates. The Observer, 


interviewing each of the 21 mem- 


from three other committee 


maining in the session, stated 
his intent not to rush the House. 
and concluded, “No tax bill 
ever pleased anyone. Therefore, | 


Longiew said “I 
to the people 
a tax bill be- 


John Allen of 
don’t think it’s fair 
of Texas to vote on 
fore the members have a chance 


OL 


to see it.” The following day,|I am sure you will have amend- | 
3 | 
another member, Rep. Joe Ed| ments. If it takes two days and 


Winfree of Houston said, “I have| two nights, you may take all the 


not seen the bill till yet.” Seven 

members of the committee told 
the Observer they didn’t vote| will hear no criticism from the | 
“aye” or “no’’ on the bill; four| chair. However, unless it gets 
|said they voted “no,” and ten| out of this House this week, we 
said they voted “aye.” have very little chance, very little 


bers of the committee, learned 
that many had not seen the tax 
bill before it was reported by| 
Blanchard, given his two-minute 
explanation, and voice voted to 
the floor. Committee member 


chance, to get it done this session.” | 


On Thursday, as fast as chair- 
He suggested the House take the | 


man V.L. Ramsey could run 


through the formal motions the 
revenue and tax committee re- and work Saturday if necessary | 
ported to the floor the Blanchard to finish the bill and send it "a 
gross receipts tax to raise $200 the Senate. 
milli on a year. This is the tax As soon as Carr finished his| 
Gov. Daniel has called a “gross address, Rep. Burgess moved that | 
deceits” tax and a general sales! the House consider 
tax under another name. Six/10 a. m. Monday, April 20. This| 
members of the committee asked | failed ‘o get the necessary two- 
be shown voting no against the! thirds, receiving 74 ayes and 68 


noes. Efforts of conservatives to 
have the House consider the bill 
: Thursday or Friday were deci- 
Reception Frosty sively beaten, in one instance by 
The main bill got a frosty recep-| a vote of 102 to 33. A_ special 
the House floor from the/| session seemed most likely. 
members. (“It stinks,” said Rep.| After House members received 
Bob Johnson of Dallas; “a vicious | copies of the finished bill, senti- 


Blanch- 


inciuding its author, 


tion on 


piece of legislation,” said Rep.| ment against the measure hard- 
Bob Wheeler of Tilden) and the| ened further: at week’s end, both 
efforts of Speaker Carr to bring| moderate and liberal leaders 
it up for debate last week were | were talking in terms of com- 
rejected. In a speech to the | pletely rewriting the bill. Some 
House “stating some principles| members of the tax-writing com- 
to you so you will know the/mittee still held hope the bill 
attitude of the chair,” Carr! would pass substantially as_ it 
pointed out the short time re-!was written, but other conserva- 





After Forty Hours, Three Minutes 


AUSTIN 


In reporting to the floor 
after three minutes’ consid- 
eration the selective sales tax 
bill drafted by a subcommit- 
tee in secret sessions, the 
House revenue and tax com- 
mittee, although technically advo- 
cating a substitute, really reported 

.. a new measure on which no hear- 
ings had been held. 

At its organizational meeting 
Feb. 2, 1959, the minute book rec- 
ords, the committee adopted the 
following rules: 

1. The author of “any bill” to be 
“heard or considered” shall be 
“required” to ask the chairman 


in writing in advance that his bill 
“be set for a hearing.” 
“any bill” 


2. Before can be 


| “heard 


or considered’ by the| desks 48 hours before. Public 
committee, the author shall “be | hearing was not posted in ad- 
required” to place a copy of the| vance as the committee voted to 
bill on each committee members’ | require. 

desk “48 hours prior to the time 


set for the hearing.” The Observer, in checking the 


minute book, also ascertained 
that before the _ three - minute 
hearing this week, the tax com- 
mittee of the House met 20 times 


3. “Mr. Boysen mover,” the min- | 
ites say, “that the chairman of | 
this committee shall post every | 
bill at least forty-eight (48) hours} for a total of about 40 hours and 
in advance for a public hearing} 30 minutes, held pre-announced 
for said bill. The motion carried.” | public hearings on 28 tax bills, 


land heard a grand total of 140 
presenting the | witnesses. 


Rep Blanchard, 
bill, it had 
ished” until five 


said not been “fin- | 
mieten hetero: | The only person who spoke for 
|or against the tax bill presented 


hand. Since other representatives | 4)i. week wes the chairmen of 
said that only two ss we the subcommittee which wrote it, 
then in existence, copies could Rep. Blanchard 

hardly have been placed on each : 
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of the 21 committee members’ | 





tives scoffed at the possibility. 


Rep. Pete Matthews, conservative | margin (see 
| from Yoakum, said he thought the/ on the plus side for the Gover- 
House | nor’s 


bill would pass when 
members realized “it was not 
167 pages of new taxes, but | 


get riddled by so many amend- 
ments you won't be able to recog- 
nize the carcass.” Rep. Ben At- 
well, Dallas conservative, had a 
complete substitute ready 24 hours 
after the bill was repotred to 


measure up Thursday or Friday | the House. The Governor also 


criticised the measure, focusing 
on the reduction in natural 
revenues compared to his recom- 
mendations, He said a three 
cent natural gas tax 


gas 


instead of 
other taxes in the bill unnecess- 
ary. 
leader from Sherman, 
had “quit studying the bill, be- 
cause it will be completely re-" 
written.” 

Hard political realities are the 
cause of legislative skittishness; 
the bill was scarcely on the floor 
before members, more in alarm 


than in humor, dubbed it the 
“legislative retirement act of 
1959.” 

The Rewriting 

Everyone will try to take a 


hand in the rewriting—the right 
wing, the Speaker’s harried con- 
servatives, the oft-defeated but 
hopeful liberals, and the Gover- 
nor’s accordion-like band of fol- 
lowers, who expanded and con- 
tracted with almost disrespectful 
rapidity during last week’s 
battles. 

On the eve of the tax debate, 
all groups could claim important 
victories in the photo-finish votes 
and back-stage pressures of last 
week’s jockeying. Speaker Carr’s 
tax committee, successfully tied 
up the Governor’s franchise tax 
bill, won a _ concession from 
Daniel's troops, who agreed to 
delete the sections of the bill in- 
creasing levies on _ out-of-state 
corporations. The committee, 
which previously had failed in 
its attempt to keep the Governor’s 
abandoned bank accounts bill 
from reaching the floor, then re- 
ported the watered-down fran- 
chise tax measure to the House. 

Daniel could take solace in the 
fact that once on the floor, the 
abandoned accounts bill weath- 
ered a full day of conservative 


time you wish You may com- | Marshall Bell, conservative from | 
pletely rewrite the bill and you | San Antonio, said the bill “would | 


| 


per | 


| 


reading by a 71-69 
separate story). Also 


on second 


forces the fact some 
of natural gas tax seemed 
substantial support in 


was 
sort 
to have 


|merely a revision.” However, Rep. j the house. 


Liberal leaders also were known 
to be optimistic. They felt the 
prospect of a general sales tax 
had been safely embalmed for 
the duration and the steady 45 
“aye” votes they chalked up for 
the Governor’s deficit - retiring 
program would, they intimated, 
do them no harm in the days of 
in-fighting immediately ahead, 

In the field of natural resources 
taxation, liberals sensed their 
best opportunity in years. Rep. 
Bob Eckhardt’s graduated tax on 


0 ,| OMe per cent, would make many |natural gas, aimed at corportions 
the bill at | 


having vertical monopolies on 


Rep. Charles Hughes, liberal| production and distribution, has 
said he|attracted support from conserva- 


tive as well as liberal circles, he 
said. He said his graduated tax 


lon the largest oil importing com- 





sharp-shooting to achieve passage | 


panies would be submitted as 
an amendment to the general tax 
bill. L. G. 


LIBERALS 


AUSTIN 

Liberal leaders in the House 
were involved in a one-two play 
this week. First Speaker Wag- 
goner Carr called in a group of 
them (Reps. Winfree, Eckhardt, 
Clements, Kennard, Korioth, and 
Chas. Hughes) in what is repre- 
sented as a somewhat argumenta- 
tive meeting. They refused to go 
along with Carr’s tax ideas but 
were convinced by his statements 
he will not object to extensive 
amendments to the tax commit- 
tee’s draft bill. Carr appoints the 
House conferees who write the 
final tax bill with the Senate con- 
ferees. 

An entente between the forces 
of Carr and Rep. Joe Burkett, his 
opponent for Speaker this session, 
was taking form. 

On Thursday, another group of 
liberals (Reps. Chas. Hughes, 
Eckhardt, Kennard, Korioth, and 
Jamison) had lunch with Gov. 
Daniel. Hughes allowed that 
taxes “came up,” Eckhardt said 
that a tax package was discussed, 
and Jamison said the results were 
inconclusive. Gov. Daniel also 
conferred with moderate-con- 
servative members on the tax is- 
cue. (See bulletin, next page). 
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AUSTIN 

The Senate casually de- 
bated its version of the gen- 
eral appropriations bill with- 
out discussing major items 
of expenditure and voted ap- 
proval of the measure sub- 
stantially as it came out of 
the Senate Finance Commit- 
tee. 

Longest debate centered on the 
salary to be paid Insurance Com- 
missioner William Harrison. Sen. 
William Fly said, “I’m proud of 
the Texas Senate, and I don’t like 
to see the Texas Senate run over, 
and I say the integrity of the 
Senate is at stake here...We 
need to make some changes in 
the administration of this depart- 
ment,” 

Fly was joined by Hardeman, 
who criticised Will Wilson for 
ruling the Governor could appoint 
Harrison in the first place with- 
out Senate consent. “The Attorney 
General ought to keep his night- 
stick and raid Galveston rather 
than try to run this government 
by opinions of law.” 

Sen. Parkhouse countered, “I 
don’t think the Senate should have 
the power to confirm every state 
administrative officer. Eleven 
members of this Senate should 
not have so much power. This 
is not such a great House of 
Lords that everybody in the 
state government must do what 
they want or get their salary cut.” 

Hademan moved to table the 
motion “and table the Senator 
from Dallas, too.” They did, 19 to 
5, with Parkhouse, Gonzalez, Se- 
crest, Willis, and Ratliff dis- 
senting. The Senate version of 
the appropriations bill calls for 
$302 million in general revenue, 
some $30 milion below the House 
figure. 

In the same day, the Senate 
batted down a_labor-endorsed 
measure protecting bus unions 








The Week in Texas 


Alice voters rejected 200 

federal urban renewal hous- 
ing units, 571-156. In Houston, a 
consultant to the mayor said 
Houston is the only major US. 
city without an urban renewal 
program. 











e The president of the Hockley 

County Farm Bureau 
warned against “unionized agri- 
culture because we can’t raise 
our prices to meet the rising cost 
of labor.” 


@ An electrical contractor said 

in Houston he was offered a 
$4,000 bribe by another electrical 
contractor to lay off bidding on a 
school district job in Brazosport 
but rejected the offer .... Atty. 
Gen. Will Wilson brought suits 
accusing four more Houston loan 
firms of usury. 


e The State Board of Health 

announced it is asking re- 
signed State Health Cmsr. Henry 
Holle to return $468 in “state 
money” raised from  entertain- 
ment and service functions. Holle 
said it was “non-state funds.” 
The board wants back, among 
other amounts, $222.50 for cater- 
ing service for a cocktail buffet 
at Holle’s home for 100 guests. 


@ Houston Post estimated Har- 
ris County unemployment at 
about 29,000, almost six percent 
of the total labor force .... Hous- 
ton Teachers’ Assn. reported that 
among 25 districts with over half 
a million people. Houston ranks 
23rd in starting salaries for teach- 
ers 
@ Dallas County grand jurors 
re-indicted an alleged Negro 
rapist because the _ preceding 
grand jury did not have a Negro 
rnember. 





by Sen. Gonzalez and a union- 
restricting bill on political spend- 
ing by Sen. Parkhouse, 

The Senate approved a cut in 
bus license fees which will cost 
the state highway fund $350,000 
the next two years. The vote 
was 24 to 3. Since the House also 
passed the bill, all it needs is the 
Governor's signature. 

By votes of 25 to 6 and 26 to 5, 
the Senate okeyed and sent to the 
House Sen. Hazlewood’s bill to 
reduce policemen’s and firemen’s 
hours. 


Year of Texas History 

Sen. Dorsey Hardeman’s bill 
to require a full year of Texas 
history in high school and another 
full year in college was passed by 
the Senate, with the effective 
date July 1, 1961. “We are neg- 
lecting the most colorful history 
of*any state, including Alaska 
and Hawaii,” Hardeman said. A 
fight shaped up immediately in 
the House; students at the Uni- 
versity of Texas began organizing 
opposition. 

The Senate approved an inquiry 
(House concurrence needed) into 
the suitability of public school 
curricula, Sen. Fly saying he 
wants to know about charges that 
some schools offer courses in 
baton twirling, ceramics, and 
dancing. 

The Senete approved a bill to 
make Midwestern University at 
Wichita Falls a state supported 
college, 17 to 13, 

Also advanced to final reading 
in the Senate: Sen. Krueger’s 
bill regulating gasoline stations’ 
advertising of bargains to figures 
eight by ten inches in size on 
gasoline pumps. 

The legislators permitted late 
introduction of bills to prohibit 
nudist camps, but not without 
somewhat wistful jokes. In the 
House, for example, Rep. James 
Turman, Gober, said a reported 
nudist camp in his district is 
thought to be “a black eye to 
Fannin County...spelled F-a-n- 
n-i-n.” “This is a pretty broad- 
based deal, isn’t it?” asked Rep. 
Fenoglio, Nacona. Turman also 
said, “The fences are high and 
guarded well. And that’s our 
problem,” and the House buckled 
in laughter. The bills may not 
have much chance of passage be- 
cause of delays caused by double 
entendres. 


REA Bill Dead 


The conservative House state 
affairs committee, in a mood of 
high hilarity, killed a series of 
bills by packing them off to the 
Attorney General for decisions as 
to their  constitutionality. In- 
cluded were the REA bill, and a 
bill to give the State Parks 
Board the right of eminent do- 
main to build roads to state owned 
lakes. 

The REA measure, authorizing 
electric co-ops to continue to 
serve rural areas annexed by 
cities, was brought back from a 
hostile sub-committee by Chair- 
man Carl Conley, Raymondville, 
with a request it be sent to the 
Attorney General. “If you don’t 
want to send it to the Attorney 
General, I'll take it back into 
sub-committee,” he smiled. 

Rep. Alonzo Jamison, Denton, 
said “This bill has gotten the 
runaround all session, so that 
nobody has to vote on it.” Jamison 
then called for a record vote on 
the motion to send the bill to 
the Attorney General. The motion 
carried, 12-6. Voting “no” were 
Reps. Jamison, Daily, Hollowell, 
Frank McGregor, Cannon, and 
Turman. Voting “aye” were Cory, 
Blanchard, Oliver, James, Strick- 
land, Max Smith, Ramsey, Wat- 
son, Roberts, Slack, Thurman, 
and Lary. Menton Murray voted 
present. 

The State Parks Board measure 
was sponsored by Reps, Har- 
rington and Oliver. Oliver said 





| A RUSH OF LEGISLATION 


that on the new lakes being 
created by dams, “private parties 
are buying up all the land. This 
bill just allows the working man 
who can’t afford to buy land 
and a cottage to have access to 
public lakes on Sunday.” 

The House committee on consti- 
tutional amendments reported 
favorably, 6-5, a bill by Rep. 
Jimmy Day permitting the gar- 
nishing of 20 percent of a per- 
son’s wages. Rep. Eckhardt, dis- 
senting, told the committee it 
was “far better to restore im- 
prisonment for debt than pass 
this bill. At least they feed you 
in jail.” 

Important bills were passed 
during the week by the House: 

The motor truck industry’s bill 
to raise truck highway load limits 
from 58,000 to 72,000 pounds passed 
over Rep. Dewey’s objections 
that it was special interest legis- 
lation the people woxyjd oppose 
three-to-one. The final vote was 
82-53. The day before, the truck 
lobby gave a big feed for House 
members. 


Party Bill Advances 

The party registration bill, 
limited to conventions, was sent 
to the Senate by a vote of 106 
to 39. By a vote of 118-18 the 
House approved Rep. Coley’s bill 
to curtail absentee voting and 
prevent others from influencing 
absentee voters. 

The House gave Rep. Malcolm 
McGregor (115-27) approval of 
pre-school courses for non-Eng- 
lish speaking students. He said 
it might cost $1 million but could 
save much more than that. Final 
vote was delayed till April 20. 

The House and Senate both 
approved the measure to authorize 
state-paid advertising of Texas. 
(On the Senate side, advertising 
man George Parkhouse, senator 
from Dallas, led the opposition, 
condemning his industry for what 
he called a waste of tax money.) 
The cost is expected to be some 
$100,000 a year. 

A constitutional amendment to 
authorize complete retrials on the 
evidence of all administrative de- 
cisions of state government was 
approved by the House, 122-17. A 
constitutional amendment to ex- 
empt vehicles from property taxes 
failed to get enough votes to 
pass; advancing the age for legis- 
lative service was rejected, too, 
after Rep. Zeke Zbranek, 29, said, 
“We youngsters are accused of 
being wet behind the ears, but 
I tell you it is better to be wet 
behind the ears than dehydrated 
behind the ears.” 

Efforts of Rep. Sam Parsons, 





Henderson, to carry the ball on 
| the Senate-passed bill banning 

Sunday sale of automobiles ran 
into stout roadblocks erected by 
| Reps. Zbranek, Seeligson, Daily, 
and Allen, and was postponed a 
week. 

Small loan legislation has been 
reported out by a House com- 
mittee which includes regulation: 
a limit of 36 percent on loans of 
$100-$300, 24 percent on $300-$600, 


12 percent on $600-$1,000, and 
10 percent on $1,000-$3,000; and 
about 90 percent for loans less 


than $100 proposed by Rep. Huff- 
man. 

The flexible rate bill on casualty 
insurance is now dead for the 
session. A Senate sub-committee 
has made no move to report on 
it. 

The explosive Bell bill making 
various controversial election 
changes suffered a slow-down 
Thursday. Sponsoring Rep. Har- 
old Parish, Taft, laid on the 
Speaker’s desk a _ resolution to 
suspend the rules to permit the 
bill to be taken up at any time. 
Rep. Dean Johnston, Houston, be- 
gan working the floor against 
such a step, and in short time the 
House was a-buzz with aware- 
ness the matter was pending. An 
adjournment motion prevailed, 








Educational Courses 
Limit Bill Heard 


; human relations in the class- 
room.” 
| Dr.- Walter Brown, University 


| of Texas professor, appeared in 


| behalf of the Isaacks bill and 


AUSTIN 
Rep. Maud Isaacks’s bill putting 
a lid on the number of education | 
courses required for teacher cert- 
ification went to House State Af- 
fairs sub-committee this week 


following lengthy hearings which 
showed a majority of the commit- 
tee members generally in sym 
thy with its provisions. With only 
three weeks of the session 
maining, however, 

that the bill can pass 


The measure as no ritten 
specifies that the the State Edu- 
cation Agency can require “no 
more than 12 hours jucation 
courses” as a requirement for 
teacher certification The state 
agency now _ general! quires 
24 hours. 

Miss Isaacks, a retired teacher, 
said she introduced the bill be- 
cause “It is well known that 
graduates of teacher lleges 
rank lower than graduates of 
other colleges. Some best 
students are being denied a bas- 
ically challenging é ational 
program.” Referring t she 
called the “tremendo. er-em- 
phasis” of education irses to 
the exclusion of je natter 
courses, the El Paso representa- 
tive read to the committee a list 
of education courses currently be- | 
ing offered in a ma Texas 
college. They included 
cum in Elementary 
ministration;” “Intr ion t 
Educational Tests, Mea ents 
and Evaluation in t j 
School;” and “Introd 1 to the 
Curriculum in the lary 
Schools.” 

“Imagine, a whole emester’s 
course in how to give and grade 
a test to children!” Miss Isaac 
said. She added she couldn't find 
the word “practicun n Web- 
ster’s Dictionary id- 
vise the committe: the 
course was. 

She cited another jucation 
course entitled “C 
agement in } 
School” that was dé ed in the 


catalogue as ‘the C 
and group techniq! iprove 


BULLETIN 


(Friday Night 


Tax excitement n 
tin. This morning 
tives, includin ves 
Hughes, Johnson f 


v 


a8 | the 
1. | 


quoted from an analysis of educa- 
tion courses by the late Dr. Ed- 
gar W. Knight, professor of Edu- 


_| cational History at the Univer-: 


sity of North Carolina: “Prolif- 
eration has been encouraged by 
the managers and staffs of the 
teacher - education institutions, 
presumably in cahoots with the 
certifying bureaus of the state de- 
partments of education. In this 
fact, friendly critics see tenden- 
cies toward what would promptly 
be stamped as crass and vulgar 
racketeering in less humane ac- 
tivities. It is this condition that 
causes students to say, generally 
after they have (earned education 
degrees) that the courses they 
were forced to take were so over- 
lapping and repetitious as to be 
almost immoral.” 


Dr. Brown said an examina- 
tion of 18 colleges showed educa- 
tion students averaged 31 semes- 
ter hours of education courses, 
which “does not leave enough for 
subject matter courses.” 


Most out-spoken attack on the 
| bill was delivered by L. P. Stur- 
geon, public relations director of 
Texas State Teachers Assn. 
He said the present laws have 
brought order out of chaos. “In 
1955, you had 63 types of certifi- 
cates. When the legislature con- 
trolled the issuance of teacher 
certificates, they did it about like 
you pass local fish and game 


ar 
laws 





-Other opponents of the bill in- 


ee cluded J. Warren Hitt, deputy 
. | State commissioner of education, 


| L. P. Sturgeon, director of public 
| relations for the Texas State 
| Teachers Assn., Herbert LaGrone, 
|TCU education professor, and 
Frank Hubert of the teacher edu- 
cation and professional standards 
| committee of the T.S.T.A. 


Committee members criticized 
certification practices that give. 
teachers with education courses 
priority over college graduates 
without them. Rep. Tom James 
said a “Nobel Prize winner who 
retired and decided to do a little 
teaching in a high school could 
be bumped by a 21-year-old girl 
who had 24 hours in education 
and a regular teaching certifi- 
cate.” L.G. 





Dallas and such libe Hughes 


of Sherman, Hinsor i Eck- 
hardt, met at Gor 

tation for a pr 

and hammered 

package, to be sut f the 
selective 
vides for Daniel's 

location franchisé¢ 

to 2.3 percent or tilitie 


sales t 


gross ‘receipts; and 
tax side, a penr 
20 percent on 
raise on liquor, 2 } 

sales, and a penny or rinks, 
$173 million a 
from business, half 1 sales 
Speaker Carr was reported upset 
by this startling f 
the Mansion; his mer 

substitute of 
said. The 31 in 
meeting are free t 
ments to their pack 


Cae 


NNO <« 
ena 


day amendments 

included a chemical pany tax, 
Eckhardt’s tax on the ajors, 
the Jamison-McGres income | 
tax limited to cor} s, the 
Johnston net profits t and a} 


loan company tax 


The fight is sure t t Mon- 


day. 


BANK BILL 


(Continued from Page 1) 

a $50 million gift to the oil and 
gas companies, insurance com- 
panies, and the banks. I don't 
think Gulf or Tennessee Trans- 
mission are going broke. We're 
giving away $50 million of the 
taxpayers’ money, and you're go- 
ing to have to replace it with tax 
money.” 


Gov. Daniel hailed the 71-69 
victory. (See editorial). 

After the battle: 

Rep. Seeligson, a co-sponsor 


with Bell: “Great rally, Mr. Bell.” 


Rep. Bell: “Well, when you beat 
the bankers by two votes, it’s a 


landslide. Did you ever see votes 


evaporate so fast?” 


Rep. Eckhardt: “They were vot- 


ing their convictions on the 


| amendments and their promises 


on the bill.” R.D. 
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Let those flatter who fear, it is not an American art_—]EFFERSON 





Who's The Thief? 


The pressuring ot legislators by 
bankers trving to keep for themselves 
money that is not theirs did not pre- 
vent engrossment of Gov. Daniel's 
vital abandoned accounts bill to claim 
for the state what belongs to it; but 
the 71-69 vote in the House was a 
public disgrace. We wish to let Gov. 
Daniel say for us, what we would 
wish to say. From his statement April 
15: 

“I suggest that every member otf 
the legislature who is called by an 
officer or attorney of a national bank 


She 


We must not take the House tax 
committee too seriously. After all, 
they are even laughing at themselves. 
They adopted rules requiring public 
hearings, public notice, advance copies 
of all bills to all members 48 hours 
efore the hearings, and all that; 
scrupulously insisting on the rules for 
other people's bills, they cav alierly ig- 


nored them for their own, a subst 
tute bill, true, but totally new. Doc 
Blanchard, pri ng on a long cigar 


didn't even have copies of the bill 
the committee. He just told them 
what was in it, as far as he knew, and, 
after the committee had taken every- 
thing into consideration, especially the 
need to adjourn before any questions 
were asked, the bill was passed out. 
All in all it took three minutes, maybe 
less. As tor the public hearing, that’s 
for mullets, we got the line here, don’t 
we ?—why" should we invite people to 
come up here and garble it around? 
The bill itself is a joke so broad it’s 
almost lewd. The “luxury tax” cate 
gory includes everything from alarm 
clocks to schoolgirls’ jacks. Working 
peopie who use cosmetics, toilet prep- 
arations, pocketbooks, and _ watches 
would also pay the “luxury tax” of 
ten percent. Cigarettes, which are 
bought without significant reference 
to pay, would carry 40 per- 
cent more tax, leaving only 


to ability 
two states 





+} lL lh ° . , ’ 
with yhe rates Restaurant meals 
would be clipped at three percent, hit- 
ing the llion or two workers who 
eat Cl n the cates Natura gas 
would get off with S6 million « 
i total $151 million new taxes, and 
il with penn) 
a e 5 | e ‘ 
rie 4 Cas s ¢ yon 
] Texa 1 
ne | S Senate S Sse 
eq ing I Xas ¢ eg t lents ) 
tare x \ 
. eee Ras 
can history and American gover 
ment are already required college 
T Bis oe i 3 hI 
exas history is taught invariably 
junior or senior high, or both. What 
; a, ee ee 1 .. T 
insane ngoism io tell ever LeXas 


college student he must forego FE: 


lish, engineering, physics, or s 
other course he might need to review 
again the glories of this one-fiftieth 


of the United States! 


‘and asked to vote against this bill 


should ask in turn how much of this 
money the bank is converting to its 
ownership through monthly service 
charges on these dormant accounts 


“If the ugly word ‘steal’ spoken by 
opponents is to be used in this 
fight, it would apply more properly 
to banks which know they hold money 
that belongs to unknown heirs or to 
the state under present laws but which 
they are gradually gobbling up 


through service charges.” 


ig -em a! Boys 


purpose, driving the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram to admit it favors a 


general sales tax (“Why, if it has to 
go so far, doesn't the legislature have 
done with evasions and enact a gen- 
eral sales tax ... And the Dallas 
News, still giving heedless candor its 
head, editorialized: “In this bill they 
obstinately refuse to pass a sales tax 
—while planning to in sub- 
stance. There is very little difference 
between the placement of the burden 
in this bill as compared with what it 
would be in a general sales tax.”’ 


do So 


Oh well, “just a vehicle,’ 
Blanchard, says Carr, says Bre, 
amend it all you want, we just wanted 
to get something out on the floor. If 
the members of the tax committee 
think they thus slipped gaily away 


Savs 


from the political consequences of 


Standard of 


} 


their stewardship for 
let them note their ve 


New 


| - °% 
as duly recorded herein. 


¢ 
Cs 


Te rsev, 


The House, of course, now must 
proceed without benefit of committee, 
boys who took it 


as it were, for the 


on the lam last week after a three- 
minute raid on the pocketbooks of the 
voters who sent them to Austin sim- 
ply abdicated 

House. <All their 
amount to a hill 


their duties to the 
hearings to date 
beans, but what 
good is a hill of beans when you can 
get filet mignon in the Villa Capri, 
ust like old times ? 

We trust the liberals, in coalition 
with the Daniel moderates, will fight 
ff every regressive sales tax. If, in 
the heat of the conflict, they must 
vield a hillock to gain the pass, let 
sales taxes be graduated, too, ac- 


Ability to Pay We hop 
they keep in mind that one can hardly 


cording to 


draw too fine a line between trading 
out and selling out. This is'a vear for 


nsisting on significant concessions 


from the radical right, the gig-’em- 
and-run boys of the revenue and tax 
committee, for example, the lackeys 


of out-of-state capital which has been 
Texas 


railroad 


exploiting Texas people and 
first 
tracks raped their way into the state 


businesses since the 


many tax bills ago. 
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And Stop Saying ‘Let Them Eat Cake’ 
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A Melancholy Circle 


AUSTIN 

It is no partisan point that the leg- 
islature’s continuation of executions 
at Huntsville draws us all into the 
melancholy circle of death-doers, and 
one cannot help grieving that the 
House committee debates on abolition 
have proceeded in a contentious spirit. 
Nothing more taxes the moral imag- 
ination than death, causing it, ap- 
proaching it, or passing it, and to the 
extent the legislature can deter mur- 
der or safely withdraw the state from 
the legalized murder of criminals, it 
has a duty to do so. Surely each legis- 
lator will want to know the facts and 
let his conscience form around them. 

The evidence is not conclusive that 
capital punishment or its abolition 


substantially changes crime rates. 
Once one has read enough of the 
studies to know that this judgment 


holds up through hundreds of pages 
of evidence, capital punishment has 
no civilized defense left except the 
unconvincing argument that it may 
deter crimes more than imprisonment, 
even though the evidence does not 
show that it does. 


The real alternatives are to abolish 
executions because of the grave moral 
objections to them or continue them 
to satisfy our primitive lust for ven- 
geance. 


THE EVIDENCE was 
well reviewed in the American 3ar 
Association Journal in the March is- 
sue by Gerald Gardiner, chairman of 
the General Council of the Bar of 
I:ngland and Wales. 

In 1930 a Select Committee in Eng- 
land, in majority report, said aboli- 
tion had not caused an increase in 
murder in a single European country, 
and that in most cases abolition had 
been followed by a decrease. 

Between 1949 and 1953 a British 
Royal Commission met on the issue 
in England and other countries, gath- 
ering all the data and arguments, and 
concluded about the states that have 
abolished executions in the USS. 
(Michigan, Rhode Island, Wisconsin, 
Maine, North Dakota, Minnesota, 
and, last year, Delaware), “Whether 
the death penalty is used or not, and 
whether executions are frequent or 
not, both death penalty states and 
abolition states show rates which sug- 
gest that these rates are conditioned 
by other factors than the death pen- 
alty.” 


“The general conclusion we have 
reached,” the commission also said, 
“is that there is no clear evidence in 
any of the figures we have examined 
that the abolition of capital punish- 
ment has led to an increase in the 
homicide rate or that its reintroduc- 
tion has led to a fall.” 

The same commission, allowing the 
‘extraordinary difficulty” of finding 
conclusive arguments either way, also 
thought it “reasonable to suppose” 
that executions operate “not only by 
affecting the conscious thoughts of 
individuals tempted to commit mur- 
der, but also by building up in the 
community, over a long period of 
time, a deep feeling of abhorrence for 
the crime of murder.” 

The commission’s 505-page report 
leaves nothing to the imagination ex- 
cept questions beyond answering. One 
53-page appendix, “the deterrent 
value of capital punishment,” cites, 
on the one hand, seven cases in which 
evidence seemed to support the argu- 
ment that the absence of a death pen- 
alty was a consideration in the mind 
of a murderer, and, on the other, au- 
thorities’ arguments that murder is 
committed regardless of the penalty 
and that in some cases a morbid de- 
sire to die contributes to violent crime. 

Country by country, state by state, 
the commission sifts through statis- 
tics of murder and trial before and 
after the abolition or reintroduction 
of state-administered killings. The 
figures do not lean one way or the 
other with regularity; abolition can 
be followed by murder rates higher, 
lower, or the same; _ reintroduction 
can have good, bad, or indifferent ef- 
fect; but more frequently the evidence 
seems to discredit the claims of deter- 
rence. 

Tor the overall trend of murder 
rates in selected American states, 
1920-1948, however, the evidence 
shows, said the commission, “that the 
murder trends are very similar in the 
states that have abolished capital 
punishment and those that have not.” 


BiLtciIuMmM HAS NOT 
execution since 1863; Den- 
since 1892; Italy, since 1876, 


had an 
mark, 


except for the fascist period; the 
Netherlands, since 1860; Norway, 


since 1875; Sweden, since 1910; nor 
Switzerland since 1939. As Gardiner 

writes in the law journal, “Many peo- 
(Continued Page 5, next column) 
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A MOMENT'S GLANCE AT CYNICAL POWER 


AUSTIN 

The fast shuffle this week in the 
House tax committee that finally 
yielded a general tax bill is the sort of 
thing that sickens the press, galls the 
members, and even embarrasses the 
participants. 

Twenty one committee members 
who have been conducting tax hear- 
ings for nine weeks on more than a 
score of proposed bills received a bill 
written by five of their number and 
approved it, without inspection and in 
violation of their own committee 
rules, in a hurried three-minute meet- 
ing. The shotgun marriage of mem- 
bers to a tax bill most of them had not 
studied and, in fact, had not even seen 
was accomplished by voice vote, thus 
keeping the whole awkward affair off 
the record. 

In time, those of conservative bent 
in the legislature and in the press (the 
owners, anyway, if not the reporters) 
will push the little incident to the 
back of their minds and, after pas- 
sage of still more time, will doubtless 
resume the self-righteous attitude 
toward the role that business plays 
in Texas politics. 

A remarkable achievement in selt- 
deception this, for the rapid little by- 
play in the tax committee was no iso- 
lated incident; it was a logical result 
of a political philosophy based not on 
principle but on money, not on ethics 


Our Circle 


(Continued from Page 4) 


ple ... had not realized ... that out- 
side British territory the only civi- 
lized countries in the Western world 
which retain capital punishment are 
France, Spain, and some of the 
United States, and that all other coun- 
tries regard the imposition of death 
as a form of punishment both unnec- 
essary as a deterrent and an anachron- 
istic barbarity. Nor had they realized 
that the universal experience of aboli- 
tionist countries had been that the 
abolition of capital punishment does 
not in fact result in any increase in 
the homicide rate.” 

As a result of the commission's 
1953 report, which recommended 
abolition of the mandatory death pen- 
alty, leaving the matter to the jury, 
the British parliament passed a law 
which has reduced the number of ex- 
ecutions by about five-sixths. After 
carefully reviewing the evidence, Gar- 
diner concludes that “there is no evi- 
dence that the changes made by the 

act are having any effect what- 
ever on the homicide rate.” 

Of Texas it may be said, as the 
Royal Commission said of Britain, 
“the law still reflects the concept of 
an earlier age that every murderer 
forfeits his life because he has taken 
another’s life. This rigidity is the out- 
standing defect of our law of mur- 

” Modern penology supports the 





der.” 
belief that rehabilitating offenders, no 
matter what their offense, is possible 
and desirable. 

Most people executed are poor, and 
often of a minority race. The much- 
quoted warden at Sing-Sing said he 
never saw a rich man executed. We 
take our “examples” from those most 
helpless. 

Society commits itself, by capital 
punishment, not only to the act which 
makes murderers of us all, but also to 
the explicit possibility of killing inno- 
cent people wrongly convicted. Once 
a man is dead he cannot forgive us; 
nor we ourselves. 

Finally, as our understandings of 
mental illness enlarge to encompass 
more and more criminality, while the 
legal definitions of insanity are still 
absurd (did he know right from 
wrong’), one cannot quiet the belief 
that often we are ridding ourselves of 
a person’s sickness with murder in- 
stead of care. 

We beg the legislature to reconsider 
their, and all of our, partnership with 
the man who does the killing for us 
at Huntsville. R.D. 


but on greed. This, simply and 
nakedly, was a big business power 
play reminiscent of the sordid activi- 
ties of the 1890’s when the U. S. Sen- 
ate resembled a joint-stock company 
wholly owned by the trusts of the 
robber barons. 


The force at work in the tax com- 
mittee did not emanate from the mem- 
bers; they are merely the privates in 
a chain of command that flows back 
through committee chairman Ramsey 
to Speaker Carr and_ branches out 
into the wondrous world of paneled 
board rooms, 50-cent cigars, all-know- 
ing smiles, and one-upsmanship that 
passes for the contemporary business 
scene. 


Evidences abound in Austin that 
the chain of command has been fran- 
tically active of late: the spectacle ot 
“secret”? Austin hotel meetings, the 
appearance of Lobbyist I[:meritus 
Preston Weatherred to plump for a 
general sales tax, the “helpful” as- 
sistance the tax committee has re- 
ceived from Texas Manufacturers 
Assn. lobbyist Jim Yancy and from 
John Osorio, the former Shivers 
sharp-shooter currently loading mus- 
kets for the FIA crowd. 


The heralded five man sub-commit- 
tee did not “write” the tax bill in the 
sense that it expresses their individ- 
ual philosophies of taxation; no more 
so than a private leads an army. The 
bill materialized from above. In the 
consensus of newspapermen we have 
talked to, “the lobby wrote it.” The 
sub-committee chairman, H. J. “Doc” 
Blanchard of Lubbock, frankly as- 
serts he feels “no pride of author- 
ship.’ Cowen of Fort Worth, another 
appointee to the tax-writing panel, 
says he didn’t even vote for the 
bill. Yaney, Osorio, Weather- 
red, men representing money and not 
people, might be willing to express 


iples as ability to pay. They have 


more “pride of authorship” than 
legislators. ply decided not to respond as pup- 
pets. Yet, in a subtler way, they don’t 
THis THEN is our plore the monster, only his excesse 
lature. It doesn’t always have er vitably in signing on as junior 


rassing quickie meetings 
ness domination is complete, 
chine functions relatively smoot 
in the Shivers days. But now 
have growing numbers of 
members representing peopl 
money, the cynical power p THE COMBINATION ot 
becoming more necessary. n big business and fawning 
We have a_ three-minute uservatives has been a dor 
that levies $6 million on nat force in the Texas legislaturs 
producers but nothing on tl! e long betore the New Deal ap 
gas transmission It has ham 


Wher tners in the firm, they—and all 

| onservatives—insure the con 

milking of the state’s resources 

ern corporate giants who know 
but the profit sheet. 


the horizon. 


conipanie 





taxes food in restaurants but a state tax structure d 
profits of corporations; that incr iting ruthlessly against th 
the taxes on small retail | vile maintaining a 
but lowers them on large com} posture toward out-of-sta 
that taxes lubricating oils but 1 irtels 
major oil companies. ith the help of nctimoni 
It is a big business tax bill | newspapers such as tl 
allows the absentee owners of Morning News and the Fort 
wealth—Standard of New J t tar-Telegram, Texa 
Gulf, Texaco, Phillips t s have managed to keep t 
their fair share of the tax bur the people and have 
the 59th consecutive year in t] tern business giants t 
tury. It is a bill that could pl their economic plunder 
a smart Wall Street conservat of Texas, with only an « 
stupid Texas conservative. . one tossed t 
ten in the past, big busin¢ maneuver, the ne 
Texas conservatives a bill « palpably obnoxious 
Advised conservatives—and tl pects they ! ( 
some in the Texas House—s¢ eral sales tax will appeat 
Rep. Robert Johnson of Dall ymparison. If such 
praises the tax bill succinct t, they must be convicted 
stinks. The tax committe the past. This legislature 
know what was in it, some of n or no, is not going to 





committee members who 
posed to write it didn’t kn the House—ah, my friends 
was in it. Now they would t louse there is the gentl 
us to pass it quickly without 
time to study it.’’ Frates See 
San Antonio called it “a bill Let us await the outcome then, pa 
principle.” t nd not without hope, leaving 
Both of these gentlemen rrassment to those who hav 
conservatives who have no brie t money buy out their sense of 
liberal tax theories 


| + ’ ra an rf 4 ' 
It 18 tragile, it 1S gasping 


ith, but it is there, 


based or hes: WS 








Profits of the Majors i in Texas 


(Continued from Page 1) 
$17 million is a mere six-tenths of 
one percent of the 1957 net income of 
the 16 out-of-state companies that 
would have to pay it. 


The Eckhardt tax would be only 
one tenth of one percent a year against 
the earned surplus of these same 16 
non-Texas companies at the end of 
1957. 


The State Comptroller says that 
not more tham one hundred of the 
6,600 Texas oil producers produced 
more than 50,000 barrels of crude a 
month under 1958 current allowables. 
The legislature could reduce the pres- 
ent 4.6 percent crude oil production 
tax a full percentage point on these 
6,500 Texas companies and_inde- 
pendents and make up the lost rev- 
enue with a nick in the dragon’s tail 
the world oil cartel would not even 
feel. The people and the Texas oil 
industry would then have a clear-cut 
vote dividing the friends from the 
enemies of their prosperity and wel- 
fare. 


Gov. Daniel has proposed one nat- 
ural gas tax; Rep. George Hinson has 
introduced Daniel's and has suggested 
a more lucrative alternative; and Eck- 
hardt of Houston has suggested a tax 
increase designed to discourage eva- 
sion of taxes by the big integrated 
natural gas companies. 


The question therefore also comes 
up, how much money do the natural 
gas companies make? It is not really 
different from the question already 
answered. As the Wall Street Journal 
remarked on April 17, 1958, “Gas and 
oil are in the same family—produced 
in most cases by the same companies, 
often from the same well.” 

Of the 16 major producers of nat- 
ural gas in the United States, all of 
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whom operate here in Texa neath Texas land during 
are also among the 16 Mi st f groaning geologic changt 
ducers whose profits are report t will they leave our descendants 
the table on page one. (The oth inge ? 


majors are United Gas, ( 


and Gas, Superior Oil, Fl Pa tard gree J they buy specia 
ural Gas, and Ohio Oil ( oe industry moe 
truth is, when the legislature ress; they clect Republi ~ i 
oil, it taxes gas; when it tax: fo Rign Oflices; they elect 
taxes oil—the same compar es ee ee 

e states 


up with the bill. 


Daniel’s Rages. $0 he 


Suppose Gov. 
nf. . 
were levi 


beneficiary tax 











the natural gas industry. It be as lon ee ee 
vield $20 million a year. WW pO ae ee 
cast these Eastern goliaths of ] week, as the House considers 
and power into penury? \\ to tax vou. lady. 
believes such a pittance wot x of face powder. or 
sonably dent the 16 major ur Che vrolet. or \ o 
Twelve Billion Dollars? 10K se le meal, or vou, ru 
t purse you want to give your 
3 this week, and the next few, 
Listen, Texans: they at have the roll calls from tl 
our oil, our gas, the resout ese our public mer RD) 
Too Much of a Good Thing 
\ nderson 1s resisting the eff 
Rep. Louis Anderson, M Department of Public Safe 
may not prevail, but he is givins traffic laws under the civil c 
Department of Public Safety er criminal statutes, .\nderson 
of trouble in its legislative roof must be “bevond a 
for more power over Texas doubt,” but “a preponderance 
Anderson thinks the speed | idence” suffices under the civil 
60 miles an hour is absurd 
highways and believes drivers most damnable thing unde 
be permitted recourse in tl! | code,” he said, “is that vou 
to the argument their speed t appeal to county court in cases 
sonable. The fixed 60 m.p - $20,” nor to the court of civil 
believes, is a denial of citizens Is on cases under $200. 
in court. lerson, an independent oilman, 


; thee TRIES tac se vale inns 
He says he recently ran at D.P.S. has been working 


ment between Midland and .\l a 
driving along at 60 miles an hou: 


license — suspensions 


ministrative process.” 


drivers’ 


passed one pickup, five trucks Phe Senate this week gave final 
five passenger cars. Thirty-eight ssage to Sen. Grady Hazlewood’'s 
senger cars passed me, Sevent equiring a court trial for the sus- 
percent of the people are ignoring sion, revocation, or cancellation of 
speed limit,” he said. river's license. 








The Shadows, Not the Substance, of Reform 


lation benefiting you airectly has 
been concerned. As a matter of 
fact, you have a good, aggressive 
association and what might be 
called a pretty fair lobby. Re- 


(Walter Hall, president of 
three banks in the area south 
of Houston and one of the 
leaders of the liberal political 
community in Texas, has been 
weighing the possibilities of 
a race for governor in 1960, 


as have others. Hall has de- 

livered a speech, “The Teach- 

er’s Place in Texas Poli- 
| 


tics,” to several local teachers’ 
groups in the last few months, 
and the Observer here ex- 
cerpts from it to give our 
readers an acquaintance with 


, for gas there are none at all in, legislature has refused the neces- 
| unincorporated areas). Phone bills; sary appropriations. Keep in mind 
'are wickedly discriminatory to-| that this hospital, operated by the 
|wards Texas |Texas University Medical Branch 
ITH RESPECT to our soil | for the benefit of people from all 
W and water conservation, our | Over Texas, has to deny to many 
|state record is one of neglect. | thousands of Texans the expert 


Each year enough of our topsoil | Services available in one of the 
lto create over 6,600 farms of 100| finest medical centers in the State. 


| acres each with topsoil six inches} Our growing population of el- 
| deep is carried into the Guif by derly and retired people is one of 
|our rivers. While this goes on,|/the big problems of our state. 
|our cities, our industries, and our! The last legislature, under liberal 
farms are denied these vast urging, set up a commission to 


| amounts of water they so desper- study the problem. Made up as it 


his views on Texas issues and | ately need was from the ranks of the “ins,” 
politics. We may say we do /| You have heard much about/jt was shocked to find the 
not agree with him on oil /the accomplishments of the 1957] conditions of housing, medical 
taxes.—Ed.) legislature in this field. But do} care, nutrition, and general wel- 


I am not going to talk to you 
very much about education. You, 
are professionals in that field, 
and I doubt that I could say any- 
thing you don't already know. I 
will, however, remind you of the 
report of the Committee of 735, 
which reported on the Univer- 
sity of Texas and stated that far 
from being a university of the 
first class, as the Constitution 
instructed the legislature to pro- 
vide, it is not even good enough 
to be ranked second class. It does- 
n't stand among the top 20 uni- 
versities of the nation—and won't 
until its appropriations are tripled 


you know that the appropriations 
'for the State Soil Conservation 
| Board were not increased @/ king of administration in 1959 
single penny? Texas appropriated | that we have had ever since 1939, 
$1 million. for water planning in|, pil] will be passed without 


fare of our older citizens. If we 
have some more of the same 





the same year that California | money attached, and the problem 
appropriated $14 million for the| ,j)) be marked “solved.” 
same purpose plus $29 million | During these years of inaction, 


for actual construction in that 
| field. Water is still a big problem 
in Texas. A bare start has been 
nade, but we are spending dimes 
where we ought to be spending 
$10 bills, 

Through the leadership of Sen-| 
ator Lyndon Johnson and with 
the vigorous support of Senator 
Ralph Yarborough, the State of 


nothing has been done to meet 
| growing problems of our cities, 
two-thirds, cr perhaps 
more, of our citizens live, The 
city governments, limited to the 
ad valorem tax and a few fees, 
are struggling to meet the needs 
of their people with little or no 
help from the state. The cities 
are not adequately represented in 


| where 


The Hale-Aikin Committee has sagt yn cooperating with! .... legislature. Harris County's 
found with horror, as it looked | hs eral government on ig more than one million people 
at the school systems of Texas,| COmservation and flood control have just eight members of the 


that most of them are far below 
minimum standards and that the 
penny-pinching we have had dur- 
ing these past twenty dark years 
is penalizing our Texas children 
with low-grade education. Texas 


measures to the extent of urging | piouse and only one senator. In 
Federal appropriations for Texas tense demaereiic form of 
instead of fighting them, as did | - ,...:>nment, Harris County would 
Texas during the seven long dark |}, entitled to four senators and 
years of the Shivers adminis- eighteen representatives by 


tration. But although we talk of virtue of its one-eighth of the 


arnw 
er. 


has inferior education—and it <reaggeee 4 ;, reg the “eon population of the state. 
takes money to do something | State, and local agencies, wha : , 
about it. we really mean by present state E DO NOT TAKE the hypo- 


Let me give you one proof of 
our poor educational system. In 
medical aptitude 
given in 1957 to 600 pre-medical 
students in Texas colleges, half 
of them, 300, scored in the bottom 
15 per cent among all students in 
the nation taking the tests 

Probably no state comparable in 
wealth to Texas has met so poorly 
the needs of its people. You know 
how and why our educational 
system is at best third rate. But 
do you know that not a 
single has been met 
adequately The nearest thing 
to it is the improvements brought 
about in our prison system, which, 
in Spite 
in its overcrowded condition is 
unable to separate young 
inmates from hardened criminals 
and to provide many other needed 
facilities 

Our people suffer from 
proper utility gulations (except 


of many improvements 


many 


lack of 


examinations 


critical position of proposing 
solutions to our problems and also 
contending that taxes can be cut. 
|Such is not true with the state 
treasury in its present condition. 
With the exception of the in- 
creased franchise tax, all the 
new taxes during these years 
of corruption and stagnation have 
jin reality been sales taxes. Oil 


nolicy is that the state will help | 
he federal and local government 
decide how to spend its money. 

One small but significant ex- 
ample of losses suffered by our 
state was revealed when, because 
of inadequate water supply in the 
great industrial area of Freeport. 
an additional plant which Dow 
Chemical Company wanted to 


of this productive machinery are 
paying only the ad valorem and 
a slight corporation franchise tax 
in Texas, An owner living in 
Delaware pays none of the sales 
taxes by which the hierarchy has 
financed its half-way programs 
these past twenty years. Sales 
taxes are paid only by Texans, 
and yet I am sure you have 
noticed the tax program pro- 
posed by the Governor leaves 
the problem basically unsolved— 
largely just more sales taxes. 


So let us turn to the corporation 
income tax and the severance 
tax on natural gas which has 
been proposed by the Governor 
to see if they will do the job. 


The income tax is truly a Texas 
tax. It was first devised in Texas 
and placed in the first state 
constitution which took effect in 
1845. Texans like John Nance 
Garner and Morris Sheppard took 
the idea from Texas and sold the 
nation on the graduated income 
tax as a fair method of raising 
revenues, a tax based precisely 
on the ability to pay. If you 
haven’t got any income, you don’t 
pay any income tax. Rut Texas 
has never used it, despite the 
fact that it is wholly deductible 
from the federal income tax. 


support of this corporation in- 
come tax, since most of the money 
collected will be a direct diver- 
sion from the U. S. Treasury, 


With proper exemptions and 
graduations, this tax, together 
with the severance tax on gas, 
would provide the revenue we 
need to meet the needs of our 
state for water and soil conser- 
vation, for education, for the 
needs of our aged and young... 
Thirty-four states have recognized 
its merit and have installed it. 


S AN EXAMPLE of the need 

for proper handling of busi- 
] Bees, let us look at the Texas 
| insurance industry and the scan- 
dals that in ill-effect even sur- 





Those who hate the federal gov-| 
ernment should join with us in| 


i but in 


build there was not built there 
Louisiana 


AS TO THE HEALTH of our | 

people the state has a policy 
of assistance for those who can- 
not themselves pay for such care 
Yet it is a policy with many 


hollows. An example is the al- 
most 300 vacant beds in the mag- 
nificent new John Sealy State 
Hospital in Galveston. This hos-'! 
pital, provided in large measure 
through the Sealy Smith Foun- 
dation ($10 million of the $12.5 
million to be exact), has never 
been fully opened because the 








The Bion 2 


In union, there is strength. 

The fable of the Lion and the 
Oxen illustrates this lesson very 
forcibly. As long as the three 
Oxen stayed together, the 

Lion dared not attack. But 

‘the king of beasts’ sowed 
dissension and jealousy amongst 
his adversaries, and they P 
separated. It was then easy 
for the Lion to attack and 
destroy them une by one. 


In Sun Life, also, there is stren 


201 Century 





When you become a policyholder of 
great international company, you become one of 

a group of farsighted men and women — the holders of 

‘wo million policies and group certificates in 23 countries — 
who protect their families and themselves against an uncertain 
future through the medium of life insurance. 
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is carrying the major part of the/ passed the great Veterans’ Land 
cost of our state government, and| Theft. We have heard the boasts 
to put any more tax on it now) that the insurance mess has been 
would be economic folly as well| cleaned up. What has happened 
as unjust. Our oil is already at/js this: We have, under pressure 





a distinct competitive disadvan-| from liberal candidates, finally 
tage with foreign oil, which now set up a workable framework 
threatens to do even greater dam-/for the administration of the 


age to this vital industry. Texas| insurance industry. But it is like | 


oil, a basic industry, is being | building a fine factory without 
damaged increasingly as five big| connecting it up to the water, 
Republican oil company pets| lights, gas and sewer lines. The 
reap the harvest and stand by/ same legislature which reorgan- 
to buy up the froperties of the| ized and set up the new board 
Texas independent oilmen. of insurance didn’t give it a single 
dollar for pay raises to attract 
|and keep the kind of accountants 
and actuaries it takes to dig into 
the books of the corrupt insurance 
promoters and straighten them 
out. We will not clean up the 
stock-selling and insurance scan- 
dals until we have adequate 
appropriations, with adequate sal- 
aries, so the regulators won't 
have to take retainers from the 


| promoters to feed their families. 


So we must look to other 
sources of income, and such taxes 
must be levied on the basis of 
ability to pay and fairness. With 
more than half the corporation 
assets in Texas owned by foreign- 
owned corporations, the owners 


BOW WILLIAMS 


Automobile ané 
General Insurance 











Here is a prime example of what 


Santee Cupment }I mean when I say that the 
Plan 
? th f as b 
Strong Stock shadow of the reform has been 
Companies accomplished, but not the sub- 
GReenwood 2-0545 stance, 
624 LAMAR, AUSTIN S TEACHERS, you have not 








Let’s Abolish the Poll Tax! been negligent insofar as legis- 











Insurance 
In Force 


Over $120 Million 
Od Industhies Life 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
P. 0. Box 8098 


Houston, Texas 











member, however, that every 
improvement you have gained 
came because many other people 
recognized the merit of your case 
and lent their aid. This they 
shculd have done. Now when are 
you people—either through your 
organization and otherwise—go- 
ing to take a vigorous stand in 
behalf of worthwhile legislation 
and candidates where issues other 
than increasing your pay and 
giving you other benefits are 
concerned? 


Frankly, you are no _ longer 
looked upon as being very im- 
portant in progressive political 
circles where people are con- 
cerned with getting things done. 
Perhaps your leadership advises 


against doing anything except 
fighting your own immediate 
battles. You have duties first 


as citizens—then as teachers. Dis- 
charge of your duties as citizens 
is not complete with simply being 
good teachers. You've got to be 
good, aggressive, politically alive 
and conscious citizens who are 
willing to take the risks all this 
involves. Because you are able, 
| because you know how to get 
information, how to organize and 
distribute it, and how to carry 
lon political effort, you have great 
| responsibility. 

| 





It is my conviction that many 
of the deplorable conditions in 
'Texas today would not exist— 
certainly not to the degree they 
|do—if our teachers had made 
these problems of major con- 
| cern to themselves, 
| Of course it is safer to stay 
| on the sidelines during the battles 
|—but how can we win if such 
strong elements of our forces 


are inactive? 

| Think of the terrific impact 
| our teachers could have in Texas 
| politics if they really became 


active. Naturally they would not 
| all agree, but by and large they 
| would support measures to de- 
|velop and conserve our major 
'resources, human and_ natural. 
|They would be for fair and ade- 
| quate taxes, they would support 
|measures for fair pay for all 
|public employees. 


| If you need legal safeguards 
'to protect you as you fulfill your 
|duties as citizens, then let’s get 
on with our efforts to get such 
| laws passed. We may not succeed 
| at first, but we will win because 
| we would be right. And, further- 

more, if you people will stand to- 

gether, few will want to incur 
| your wrath. 


| 
| Awaken to your strength. Do 


|accept the challenge to do your 
|part in Texas politics. And in 
the name of the future of this 
| state—your interest in which is 
| clear else you would not spend 
|your time working with our 
youth—set about to align your- 
| selves with the forces you feel 
|are acting in the best interest of 
our country. Then and only then 
will you be keeping faith with 
the heritage of your great pro- 
fession. WALTER HALL 











Some one interested 
in a good chance to 


make some money: 


A West Texas town with a 
bi-weekly paper at present, 
that does not serve the town. 
Some one that is aggressive, 
wide awake, and interested in 
printing the truth, can serve a 
good county, and make some 
money while doing so. There 
is a lot of job printing, etc.; 
If interested write at once to 
Box 1-A, Texas Observer, 504 
West 24th St., Austin. (Adv.) 
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(When the telephone company 
tells a city council it must have 
higher rates, few local politicians 
are prepared to challenge the le- 
gal talent at the command of the 
AT&T monopoly. This basically 
is the reason for the Kilgarlin 
bill to establish a state public 
utilities commission. In the mean- 
time, however, local editors like 
Archer Fullingim of the Kountze 
News have to do the best they 
can with these rate demands, and, 
as one can see from the column 
below, Archer does pretty well.— 
Ed.) 


Well the phone company is 
breathing down our necks again. 
It says it’s not making enough 
money for what it has invested 
in the Kountze telephone ex- 
change. It says, therefore, it’s got 
to have more revenue. The com- 
pany has prettied up a 19-page 
booklet for the benefit of the City 
Council, entitled “operating re- 
sults,” of which eight lines are 
devoted to details on the $47,732 
it received in revenue in Kountze 
(omitting long distance tolls), I 
repeat: eight lines, and the re- 
mainder is devoted to costs, ex- 
penses, etc. So to begin with the 
revenue picture presented is 
rather one-sided. 


This makes the third request 
for a rate raise since we got the 
dial system in 1952. 

The company is going to have 
to do some fancy figuring to 
prove that a 44 percent raise in 
business phones and a 20 percent 
raise in one-party phones is our 
just deserts. The city council and 
its attorney always has its back 
to the wall when it’s up against 
the telephone company but in 








_| An Editor Seeks Data 
~ On Phones; No Offers 


such a position it could make a 
stand. The city council’s upper lip 
is still stiff from last time. 

The company got its raise all 
right, but nobody thought then 
that they would be right back in 
two years with another demand. 
The company seemed satisfied 
then. It seemed fairly confident 
that it could make its precious 
2.20 percent return on the present 
rates. 


Now it says that inflation has 
justified the raise, but has it jus- 
tified that much of a raise? It 
would be hard to convince the 
city council that there has been 
a 44 percent inflation since 1956. 
It would be hard to convince any- | 
one. 





The phone company’s figures, 
as usual, are one-sided. For in- 
stance, it’s an old story but the 
phone company never figures the 
long distance calls between 
Kountze and Silsbee in its reve- 
nue. It does not count such reve- | 
nue in Kountze and it does not 
count it in Silsbee. Now don’t ask | 
me why. In fact, no long distance | 
revenue is counted. Is the phone | 
company trying to be fair? To an- | 
swer that question, you have to} 
ask another. Is it fair to charge | 
more for a long distance call to| 


Texarkana, Tex., than to Texar- | 
kana, Ark.? | 


There ought to be some way in| 
which the phone company could | 
be forced to count the long dis- | 
tance tolls between Kountze and 
Silsbee as local revenue. It’s not 
right to leave it out. Suppose a 
grocer should decide not to report | 
his income from the sale of flour, 
or a dry goods merchant from the 
sale of shoes? It’s the same prin- | 






Pre-Dorthea 


Sirs: Your Rusk, Terrell, and 
Confederate Home stories have 
been brutal commentaries on the 
complacency of Texas and _ its 
legislative bodies. It is hard to 
believe that we are in the midst 
of the space age instead of the 
pre-Dorothea Dix portion of the 
19th century. 


Bob Barton, 315 Wayne St., 
Fort Collins, Colo. 
Report From Dallas 

Sirs: In the recent Dallas 


election for the city council, a 
Negro attorney, C. B. Bunkley, 
Jr,, polled an unprecedented 18,411 
votes against his white opponent. 
Eunkley lost, but he had _ sup- 
porters in every precinct and it 
is estimated that at least 


of his votes came from white 





to make the phone company count 


| that toll from Kountze to Silsbee. 


half | 


| people. 





| ciple. There ought to be some way | 


But try to make them do it. They | 
| 


say it’s the law, but it looks like 
this Silsbee-Kountze toll setup is 
a special situation. 

The whole point of the tele- 
phone rate puzzle is not what it 
claims it earns in Kountze but 
how much revenue is actually col- 
lected. No one knows, and the 
company is not saying, how much 


\ 


Former state rey 
Pool, who made 
legislature two 
rabid segregation 
votes. With 
a “White 
ran for 
two 
runoff with the 
for this 


The 
into the camry 


the 


opponents. H 
place 
race iss 
stressed 


the 
treatment with the 


conventl 


newspapers 


mention of race 
votes from pé 
opposed to the 

either did 


sot er 
no KI 


much about |} 


an active campa 

radio and T 

was endorsed 

and auto worker 
It would seer 

some lessening 

| ward competent 

in Dallas count 
Carl Branni! 


| 
| 


money it collects here in long dis- | 


tance tolls. Until the company is 


forced to count such tolls as local | 


revenue, especially the Kountze- 
Silsbee tolls, no one can say what 
the company actually earns. 


St., Dallas 6 


Lawyer’s Associatic 


Sirs: 
who 
ties in the public 


I am 


generally 


ing compulsory 
the State Bar 
attack is based 
The 
organization” 

cently alleged t 


Association 


ARCHER FULLINGIM | public one. “The 


This is the 
in Dallas history th 
run for the council 


Democ1 
a different 
























LEM Rey 


ated the State Bar, which is here- 
by constituted an administrative 
agency of the Judicial Depart- 
ment of the State Article 
320a-1, Sec. 1 (in part). ... Unde: 


this act the Supreme Court of 


Texas directiy supervises and 
controls the lawyers of Texa 
Historically lawyers have been 


nd still are, officers of the court 
and under the court’s supervision 
it has been learned 
through experience that cornpul- 

bar association membership 


However, 


rovides the most effective ma- 
hinery for the supervision of 
wyers 


Eligibility to practice law in 
Texas is established by the Rules 
f the Supreme Court of Texas 
requirement that would be 
necessary whether or 
t there was a State Bar Assn.) 
extremely reasonable yearly 


ite as 


1es, Which are the statutory 
jualifications. Article 320a-] 
secs. 3 and 4. 


E. Wayne Thode, 87 Grafton St 
Arlington, Mass. 
wrote the law; 
0int is to change it.—Ed.) 


Lawyers 





HOUSTON PROGRAM 


Telephone solicitors wanted 
to sell Observer subscriptions 
telephone in Houston on 
commission. Call the Observer 
Houston, CA-8-0315 
(Adv.) 
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a check is certified... you know 
to be! That’s the way it is with 
ne Star. It’s the best there is... 

hy it’s certified — as fine a beer 

ved in the world! It’s certified for 
ind purity... certified fully aged 
| brewery fresh... certified by the 
rid's largest independent testing 


laboratories. The proof is on 


the label. Look for it! 


NE STAR BREWING CO, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 








THE JOHNSON SITUATION 


(Another of our periodic re- 
ports on events concerning the 
Texas congressional delegation, 
—Ed.) 

WASHINGTON; AUSTIN 

Although much else has 
been going on among the 
Texans in Washington, little 
has been able to compete for 
the public interest with the 
manifold compliments, criti- 
cisms, boosts, and _ boots 
showering the senior senator 
from Texas, Majority Leader 
Lyndon Johnson. 

Within the last few months 
Senator Johnson has received, as 
remarked the Abilene Reporter- 
News, “an astonishing amount of 
publicity” in the national mag- 
azines. For example: 

Newsweek, in a cover spread 
March 30: so long as John- 
son himself doesn't rule out the 
(nomination), nobody else should.” 

Life, in an assessment of four 
Democratic possibilities (Ken- 
nedy, Humphrey. Symington, and 
Johnson) February 23: “.. if 
Johnson ever does get the nomi- 
nation it will probably be only 


because some midnight a tired, 
deadlocked convention...” 
Saturday Evening Post, March 


28: “Is that rule (against a South- 


crat.” 

Sen. Ralph Yarborough con- 
tinues to maintain a rather stand- 
|offish position, although, during 
a visit to Harvard to make a 
speech for federal aid to edu- 
cation and mandatory oil controls, 
he told a reporter that the Prox- 
mire criticism is considered by 
many Democratic senators as ‘an 
attack against themselves because 
they allowed Johnson to have 
this power.” He also said there 
that he thinks Kennedy and 
Stevenson are the two strongest 
contenders for the Democratic 
nomination, noting that during his 
1958 campaigning for the Demo- 
crats, “we “had only three men 
who could always fill the hall,” 
Truman, Stevenson, and Kennedy. 


The Columnists 

Columnists’ reactions to all this 
Johnson talk varied from David 
Lawrence's shaft that Proxmire 
“should be hailed as a hero” for 
fighting *one-man_ control” to 
Joseph Aisop’s arguments that 
the choice was strong leader- 
ship or weak leadership and that 
Johnson has only stepped into a 
vacuum left by Eisenhower, 

George Sokolsky said a John- 
son-versus-Nixon election might 





erner) going to be broken now, 
when feelings on the racial issue | 
are more passionate than at any | 
time since the Civil War, and the | 
Negro vote larger? The question } 
answers itself,” 

Waves of criticism Johnson does | 
not publicly admit noticing. 

New Republic slammed him for 
“his intention to play politics with 
foreign economic policy” by the 
cutting of economic aid 

He spoke to the mass unem- | 
ployment rally last week and | 
brought a third of the labor! 
people there to their feet with | 
appluuse with his prevosal for a 
two-month study unemploy- 


ment. He was applauded 25 times | 
in 20 minutes. George Meany told | 


the crowd Johnson is a key man. 
He also said the study idea was 
very wise but should not be used 


by Congress to justify delay 

The Senate passed Johnson's 
proposal for the study unani- 
mously: a report is expected in| 
June 

Senator Pat McNamara, who 
has criticised Johnson for failing 
to help the liberals pass a de- 


pressed areas jobless bill, charged 
in advance that the Johnson com- 


mittee was to be just another 
study group. Emil Mazey. United 
Auto Workers’ secretary-treas- 
rer, also criticised Johnson and 
Speaker Rayburn for “the failure 
of both men to mobilize the Dem- 
ocratic Party to deal adequately | 
with the problems of the unem- 
ployed 

Among more concrete events 
Yarborough voted for, and J 
son did not vote a McNamara | 
amendment to extend unemploy- 


ment compensation payments to} 
certain individuals for 15 months | 
rejected 38-49) and a McCart! 
amendment to broaden inen 
ployment compensation for thr 
montns to include new jobless as 
well as old ‘adopted 52-32) 

Sen. Proxmire, Wisconsin, has 
now three times assaulted John 
son’s “one man rule” of the Sen 
ate. The nd time Sen. Paul 
Douglas joined him in “what I 
regard as the general purpose” 
of his fight. When the kissing 


takes place in the Senate, Douglas 
said, senators from the industrial 
East, Midwest, and Pacific Coast 
are “never under the mistletoe.’ 
Sens. Clark and Morse have also 
spoken up in a similar vein. Sen 
Proxmire has claimed most com- 
munications from Texas have 
backed him up (one, from lawyer 
Bill Kugle of Athens, proposed 


a fund for a 100-foot statue of | 


Proxmire to be erected in John- 
son City). Joe Rauh, former 
national A. D. A. chairman, has 
called Johnson a 


| meeting according to 


| national 
| Steakley, 


“feared auto-| 


result again in “a two-party de- 
bate and an opportunity for the 
people to make a selection with- 
out disadvantage no matter which 
one was elected.” Holmes Alexan- 


der said Johnson and the pres-| 
toward aj} 


idency are moving 
“the law 
of inevitability.” Doris Fleeson 
was not so sanguine, saying the 
Democrats’ choice of Los Angeles 
for the 1960 convention was a 
blow to Johnson and Rayburn, 
who favored Chicago. William S. 
White columnized that the ADA 
is “sniping tirelessly” at John- 
son and that “his principal dis- 
ability is that he neglected to 


inform his parents that he must 


not be born in Texas.” 


The Washington Post said last | 


Friday that the criticism of John- 
son “ought to be kept in per- 
actually is the 
between the 


spective,” that it 


product of a schism 


liberals in the Democratic major- | 


ity and the Southerners. still 
clutching the committee chair- ' 
manships, and that Johnson's 
candidacy for the nomination 
makes him “a more attractive 
target." Some historians think 
Johnson is the ablest majority | 
leader since the Wilson period 


has 
“not emerged as a creative states- 
man with a 
which his party 
he has bridged the 


facrtinan and i 
Lactions and Is 


the paper said; though he 


program 

is happy to rally,’ 
gap between 
“steering a moder- 
through Congress.’ 


ate program 


| 
Texans for Johnson 





One of the most interesting 
events apropos Joh n’s pres 
ide al possibilitie ccurred re. 
cen n Abilene vhere 650 
De crats showed up f 1 $25- 
a-pla dinner ni g h 
4 150 them 
Harte-Hanks publishing 
Houston Harte) paraded for Johr 
son f President; he smiled b 
did not remark about it. Johnson 


Western 


temperament and 
Monroney (D.-Okla 
the Southwest, West. and South- 
ern border states as “the new 
of the Democratic Party, 


Mike 


axis” 


Byron 


Democratic 
Zollie 


Ske lto n, 
commutteeman, 
the Texas Secretary of 
State, and other speakers. in 
Abilene endorsed Johnson for the 
presidency. In Dallas this 
Gov. Daniel said that Johnson's 
chances of getting the nomination 
are getting better day.” 
Waggoner Carr and Grover Sel- 
lers advocated Johnson for 


“every 


also 


president during the recent Demo- | 


| cratic $100-a-plate fund raising 


(dinner in Washington 


around | 


week, | 


Attendant to this latter con- 
'clave, Texas labor leaders were 
|}invited to a joint meeting with 
| Yarborough and Johnson. They 
were quite surprised when John- 
son ushered them into the 
presence of their national pres- 
ident, Meany, who had _ been 
| visiting Johnson on some legis- 
lative maters and stayed for the 
session. From reports received 
ihere, Johnson handled the scene 
skillfully. 


| 


Creekmore Fath, _ secretary- 
|treasurer of the Democrats of 
Texas organization, which has 
been, behind the scenes, hostile 
to Johnson, was greeted by John- 
son and Mrs. Johnson most 
cordially during the Washington 
meetings. Fath and Johnson had 
one conference. 


The Pay Scandals 


| The controversies about con- 
| gressmen renting personal proper- 
| ties (such as front porches) to the 
government as their offices, and 
hiring relatives for their office 
| work, led to the disclosure by 
| the Washington Post that 17 sen- 
| ators have at least 22 kinfolk on 
| their payrolls. As known in Texas, 
|these include Sam Johnson, Lyn- 
|don's brother, and Sam Johnson's 
wife, Mary Johnson, both of 
whom are in the senior senator's 
office; and Richard Yarborough, 
Senator Ralph Yarborough’s son, 
who is his legislative assistant. 








Sam Johnson worked as a con- 
gressional secretary before John- 
son was elected to the House in 
11937, Yarborough said there is 
| public concern about the con- 


| sressional pay scandals, especially | 
about congressmen renting front | 
gress to rescind mandatory oil im- | 


| porches and garages to the gov- 
| ernment, “and about paying their 


| children big salaries while they 
| go to college. It’s a dissatisfaction 


The Three Rivers City Coun- 

cil decided to let the Seboney 
Oil Co. rent an office in the city 
hall for $75 a month. 


xv Ernest Smith of Gonzales, 
Texas, is in England on a 
Rotary Foundation fellowship. A 
report appeared in a magazine on 
a speech he made in London 
about Texas, and he wrote home, 
to the Gonzales Rotary Club: “If 
the remarks I was reported to 
have made on the racial problem 
ever drift down to the South, my 
lynching will doubtlessly be 
cheerfully attended by white and 
colored.” He said the story was 
garbled. 
sv Grand jurors questioned 
about two dozen women in a 
prostitution investigation. They 
were called to Dallas from various 
points in North Texas; the Mann 
Act may be involved. 





with the whole situation, but 
especially with paying for work 
that’s not done.” 

Johnson said he believes Con- 
gress will defeat Eisenhower's 
increase in the federal gasoline 
tax, which Johnson said 
a good tax. The majority leader 
ordered a full-scale investigation 
of the administration’s defense 
budget to determine whether the 
$41 billion Eisenhower asks is 
adequate. He also called for a 
committee on the economic de- 
velopment of “the American 
regions,” which he specified 
the North, South, and West. 
Proxmire called on Con- 





Sen 


port controls. Sen. Williams re- 
newed a demand oil depletion be 
cut from 27.5 to 15 percent. 





is not} 





| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


Oilmen in City Hall 
Courtroom and Jail 


A Texas o¢man, W. Howard 
Lee of Houston has been lev- 
ied three thousand dollars a month 
alimony for Hedy Lamarr. Lee's 
accountant said his “profit on in- 


come” from 1954 through 1958 
was $953,860 Texas indus- 
trialist Howard Hughes was sued 
for $2.1 million in Los Angeles 
by his former top executive, who 
accused him of fraud and deceit 
to that tune .... Glenn McCarthy, 
Houston oilman, paid $185 for his 
own bond and the bonds of two 
workers he met in the Houston 
jail, to which he had been con- 
signed for two traffic violations 
and abusive language. The two 
workers were also being held for 
traffic offenses. 














Ka Mayor Lewis Cutrer  sug- 

gested again, this time to a 
new Houston Youth Council, that 
a board censor books, movies, and 
“certain types of objectionable 
literature” in the city. 


~+ Gov. Daniel and many other 
~ luminaries opened the $35 
million Southland Center, a block 
of downtown Dallas including the 
600-room Sheraton - Dallas hotel 


‘and the 42-story Southland Life 


Tower, complete with travertine 
marble from Italy, emerald pearl 
granite from Norway, 38.5 million 
pieces of glass mosaic, and a heli- 
port on the top. 








LEGALS 





NOTICE 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
Notice is hereby given that the 
| partnership firm of Aero-Charter 
of Houston will be dissolved, and 


intention of said firm to become 
incorporated under the name of 
Aero-Charter of Houston, Inc. 

Witness my hand this 16 day of 
March, i959. 


By JAMES R. FISK, 


One of the Partners 


~ NOTICE | 


J. S. Honigblum doing business 
as Nu-Horizon System has incor- 
porated such business, effective 
March 26, 
Nu-Horizon System, Inc. 

J. S. HONIGBLUM 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 

| THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO John N. Leggitt, Defendant, 

the hereinafter styled and 
numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 98th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, to 
be held at the courthouse of said 
county in the City of Austin, Tra- 
vis County, Texas, at or before 10 


o'clock A.M. of the first Monday | 


|} after the expiration of 42 days 
| from the date of issuance hereof; 
that is to say, at or before, 10 
o'clock A.M. of Monday the 11th 
day of May, 1959, and answer the 
First Amended petition of plain- 
tiff in Cause Number 102,323, in 
which Frances M. Leggitt is 
Plaintiff and John N. Leggitt is 
defendant, filed in said Court on 
the 24th day of March, 1959, and 
the nature of which said suit is as 
follows: 

Being an action and prayer for 
| judgment in favor of Plaintiff and 
| against Defendant for decree of 
| divorce dissolving the bonds of 
| matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between. said parties; 
Plaintiff alleges cruel treatment 
| on the part of defendant towards 
her of such a nature as to render 
their further living together as 
| husband and wife altogether in- 
supportable; Plaintiff further al- 
leges that no children born of 
| said union and no community 
property was accumulated; Plain- 
tiff further prays for relief, gen- 
eral and special; 

All of which more fully appears 
from Plaintiff's First Amended 


| Original Petition on file in this 
| eetiee and to which refcrencc is 


here made; 


notice is also hereby given of the | 


AERO-CHARTER OF HOUSTON | 


1959, under the name} 


| If this citation is not served 
| within 90 days after date of its 
| issuance, it shall be returned un- 
| served. 

Witness, O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal of said Court at 


the 24th day of March, 1959. 
O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 
By GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Roosevelt White Defendant, 
jin the hereinafter styled and 
| numbered cause: 
} You are hereby commanded to 
| appear before the 126th_District 
| Court of Travis County, Texas, to 
be held at the courthouse of said 
|county in the City of Austin, 
| Travis County, Texas, at or before 
10 o'clock A.M. of the first Mon- 
day after the expiration of 42 
|days from the date of issuance 
| hereof; that is to say, at or before, 
10 o’clock A. M. of Monday the 
4th day of May, 1959, and answer 
| the petition of plaintiff in Cause 


| Number 113,383, in which Ella 
|Faye White is Plaintiff and 
| Roosevelt White is defendant, 


| filed in said Court on the 16th day 
| of March, 1959, and the nature of 
| which said suit is as follows: 

| Being an action and prayer for 
Poe in favor of Plaintiff and 


against Defendant for decree of | 


divorce dissolving the bonds of 
| matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between said _ parties; 
| Plaintiff alleges the defendant is 
| guilty of cruel treatment toward 
her of such a nature as to render 
|their further living together as 
|husband and wife altogether in- 
supportable; Plaintiff further al- 
leges that three children were 
born to them as issue of their 
marriage, the oldest of said chil- 
dren being born in 1952, that 
Plaintiff should be awarded their 
care, custody and control and that 
defendant be required to contrib- 
ute a proper and suitable amount 
toward their support until they 
reach the age of 18 years; Plain- 
tiff further alleges that one 1955 
Ford automobile was acquired 
out of community funds , which 
should be awarded to her and for 
| which she prays judgment; 
Plaintiff further prays for costs 
of suit and for relief, general and 
special; all of which more fully 
appears from Plaintiff's Original 
Petition on file in this office and 
to which reference is here made: 

If this citation is not s-rved 
within 90 days after date of its is- 
suance, it shall be returned un- 
served. 

WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR., 





office in the City of Austin, this | 


| 


Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my 
hand and the seal of said Court at 
office in the City of Austin, this 
the 17th day of March, 1959. 

O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas 
GEO. W. BICKLER, Deputy 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 


To any Sheriff or any Constable 
within the State of Texas— 
GREETING: 

You are hereby commanded to 
cause to be published, ONCE, not 
less than ten days before the re- 
turn day thereof, exclusive of the 
date of publication, in a newspa- 
per printed in Travis County, 
Texas, the accompanying citation, 
of which the herein below follow- 
ing is a true copy—(but if there 
be no newspaper so printed in 
said county, then that you cause 


By 


| the said citation to be posted for 





at least TEN days before the re- 
turn term thereof as required by 
law). 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO all persons interested in the 


estate of Linda O. Wells, De- 
ceased. No. 18,589, County Court, 
Travis County, Texas. John A. 
Gracy, Administrator, in_ the 


above numbered and entitled es- 
tate, filed on the 10th day of 
April, 1959, his verified account 
for final settlement of said estate 
and requests that said estate be 
settled and closed, and said appli- 
cant be discharged from his trust. 

Said application will be heard 
and acted on by said Court at 10 
o'clock A.M. on the first Monday 
next after the expiration of ten 
days from date of publication of 
this citation, the same being the 
4th day of May, 1959, at the 
County Courthouse in Austin, 
Texas. All persons interested in 
said estate are hereby cited to ap- 
pear before said Honorable Court 
at said above mentioned time and 
place by filing a written answer 
contesting such application should 
they desire to do so. 

The officer executing this writ 
shall promptly serve the same ac- 
cording to requirements of law, 
and the mandates hereof, and 
make due return as the law di- 
rects. 

Given under my hand and the 
Seal of said Court at office in 
Austin, Texas, this the 10th day 


of April, A.D. 1959. 
EMILIE LIMBERG 
Clerk of the County Court, 
County, Texas, 
by M. EPHRAIM, Deputy 
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